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Walk in  
the Word

“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” 
Psalm 119:105

Life is full of highs and lows, mountains and valleys, 
twists and turns. Traversing the rocky terrain of 
this world can leave us confused and confounded. 
Without a guide, it’s easy to get lost.

Wonderfully, God hasn’t left us to wander alone. He 
has given us his ord, which speaks to us through all 
of life, reveals his nature and guides us in his ways. 
As we walk in his word, Jesus promises to be with 
us and to lead us through the landscapes of life. 
We pray that Word Alive 2023 will encourage and 
equip us to walk in the word.



A very warm welcome to Prestatyn and to Word Alive 
2023. We’re delighted that you are here and part of 
a great crowd, with on site chalets sold out again 
this year and hundreds more coming from off site. 
We sense too that there is real purpose behind the 
timing of the event.

News can be pretty bleak these days. Whether it is 
war or inflation, sleaze or strikes it can be hard to 
find much to encourage us. That is one reason why 
Word Alive can be such an important time for many. 
Not because we can forget about all these things 
and pretend they aren’t happening, but because we 
can be reminded and rejoice in another story that is 
also true and real, a more powerful and better story 
at work alongside all these discouragements. It is 
the gospel story of course, God’s story.

It is the story that will pull us together from across 
the United Kingdom and beyond. We will celebrate 
it as we sing together and praise the Christ who is 
our Lord and Saviour, and it is wonderful to be part 
of a great crowd rejoicing and singing powerfully 
together. We will celebrate it as we open our Bibles 
and look again at the transforming work that flows 
from the gospel of Jesus: as Paul Mallard shows us 

from Acts how the gospel first reached Europe, in 
the seminars and morning tracks as these truths 
equip us to engage with the world and culture we 
live in, or just as we spend time and talk through 
what we have been hearing and learning with 
family and friends.

As usual we have all ages here at Prestatyn and 
programmes for children and youth as well as 
students and adults. The increasingly popular food 
court is here again and plenty of fun activities to 
make this a real holiday week too. Make the most of 
all that is on offer; watch a film, see a band or visit the 
beach. Enjoy!

Our prayer is that on so many levels this will be  
a truly refreshing week for you. Have a great 
Word Alive!

 

Hugh Palmer 
Chair of Word Alive
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Using this 
Programme
Here's a quick overview of what is in this 
programme to help you navigate your way 
to what you want.

36 Time Out & After Hours
Information on food and drink, afternoon activities 
and how to relax and be entertained during 
Word Alive.

18 One-off Meetings
A variety of meetings and forums for everyone, from 
first timers at Word Alive to artists and sportspeople.

64 Event Details
Information on practical event details, the 
exhibition, bookshop and media.

8 Children & Youth
There is a specially prepared programme for 
those aged from 3 months to 18 years as well as 
our all-age Families Together. 

48 Speakers & Offering
Information on the speakers appearing at Word 
Alive, and details of this year’s offering projects.

28 Specific Tracks
We also have various tracks focussing on special 
areas or groups, such as international students, 
those with learning disabilities or church leaders.

72 Main Programme  
& Timetable
Details of all the talks and seminars plus an 
overview of the whole programme in one go.

64 Event Information

A quick reference for everything from food to  
first aid.

115 Timetable

Plan your week and find out where you’re going next 
with the whole Word Alive programme in one place.

6 A Typical Day at Word Alive

If you’re not used to how Word Alive ‘works’ check out 
what the different parts of the day might look like. 

Useful Pages

Back  
Cover

Maps

To help you find your way around the Pontins Site 
and the local area.
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A Typical Day

Morning
We suggest choosing the morning track you’ll go 
to for the week. Then go to the Bible Reading in the 
other half of the morning.

See pages 74-83 for details of the options. 

11.30am

9.45am Bible Reading  
or Track
First Bible Reading or choose one 
of the morning tracks.

Bible Reading  
or Track
Second Bible Reading (repeated) 
or go to a different morning track.

Afternoon
The afternoons are a chance to relax, enjoy the 
beach or activities, or there are lots of seminars  
you can attend.

Lunchtime
During which there are some one-
off meetings you might like to go 
to. See pages 18–25.

1.00pm–
1.45pm

Families Together
If you want time to enjoy Word 
Alive as a young family, this is the 
event for you. See pages 14–15.

5.30pm-
6.15pm

Seminars
Some seminar topics run through 
the week, others are one-offs or 
pairs. See pages 84–109 for details.

2pm & 
3.45pm

Activities
All afternoon there are a range 
of activities you can enjoy, 
from inflatables, to sports, to 
swimming. See pages 36–39.

1.30pm–
5.30pm

Evening
We finish each day with our Evening Celebration 
where we come together to hear God speak and 
to celebrate all he has done.

See page 111 for more details.

Early Celebration  
or Late Celebration
The two celebrations look at 
the same passage, but have 
different speakers. Choose  
the session that suits you.  
See page 111.

6.30pm or 
8.30pm

6.30pm Older Children  
& Youth
Older children and youth 
meetings. See page 11 for 
more details.

After hours
From films to music acts, to comedians, we  
have everything to keep you entertained in  
the evening. 

10.30pm After Hours
See pages 40-47 for details.
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We're delighted to have children and teenagers 
with us at Word Alive. There is a specially prepared 

programme for those aged from 3 months to 
18 years. We're sorry not to be able to provide a 

programme for 0–3 months. 

Children 
& Youth

Mel Lacy
Overall Leader of the Children & Youth Programme
Mel has been doing children’s and youth ministry in various ways, 
countries and contexts for over twenty years. She has had extensive 
experience in church-based children’s and youth ministry. In 2017 
she became the first Executive Director of Growing Young Disciples. 
In her spare time she loves to travel, hang out with friends, frequent 
the theatres of London and occasionally discuss theology! 

Parents’ Area in the Great Marquee
Please would parents with children at Word Alive 
please try to sit in the designated parents’ area 
in the Great Marquee so we can get messages to 
you more easily if necessary.

Snack Time
Please could all the children attending 
Transformers, Trailblazers and the Heroes 
programmes bring a small snack and drink 
for the mid-morning break. No glass bottles or 
products containing nuts.

Registration & Check-in for 
Children’s & Youth Programme
This year registration for children and youth is 
online. If you haven’t registered your child yet 
please visit our website and click on the ‘Children 
& Youth Registration’ link. When you arrive on 
site all those attending the youth and children 
programme need to check-in. Simply go to the 
venue listed below during the check-in time and 
the team will do the rest.

It is important that parents inform the team of any 
special information relating to their child such as 
allergies, additional needs and health problems.

Collection of Children
Please leave the adult programme promptly to 
collect your children.

Children's Programme
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Scramblers
Under-4s
In our morning sessions, just like the adults, we will be looking at 
passages from Acts. In an age-appropriate and accessible way, we 
will discover more about who the Church is and God’s good news for 
the whole world. We believe no child is too young to learn about the 
good news of Jesus. We hope that this week the children will learn 
that God’s good news is powerful and true! There will be songs, stories, 
crafts and many opportunities for play. We will also be running a story 
time downstairs (near the cafe in the HUB) during each of the morning 
sessions (Sun–Wed) for children who aren’t in that current session, 
accompanied by their carers. Feel free to come along and say hello at 
10.15am or 12pm.

Captain Croc’s

Saturday 
Check-in: 4pm–6pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
Session 1: 9.45am–11am OR 
Session 2: 11.30am–12.45pm

Also: 2pm–3.15pm 
(No need to pre-register)

Thursday 
9.45am–11am (Information for 
sign up for this will be given to 
carers during the week)

Transformers
Pre-school/Reception
If your child is currently in reception or will start reception in September 
they are welcome in Transformers. We’re going to be doing lots of fun 
things together. We’ll be looking at the book of Acts and thinking about 
how we can follow Jesus. We’ll be singing, making things, playing games 
and exploring. It’s going to be great! We can’t wait to meet you.

Roller Disco

Saturday 
Check-in: 3pm-5.30pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9.45am-12.45pm

Thursday 
9.45am–11am

Heroes
Years 3–6
We’ll study the same passages as the adults in the mornings, 
learning about Jesus’ great BIG mission from the Book of Acts. In the 
evenings, we’ll explore a related theme using a series of parables 
from Matthew’s Gospel to understand what God’s kingdom is like 
and how it grows. Strap in – it’s going to be quite a ride!

Marquee 3

Saturday 
Check-in: 4pm–6.30pm 
First meeting: 6.30pm–8pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9.45am–12.45pm & 6.30pm–8pm

Thursday 
9.45am–11am

Ignite
Years 7–9
Get aboard the gospel train and join us this year to explore God’s 
unstoppable mission to reach the whole world with the good news of 
Jesus. We will be on tour with Paul from Damascus to the ends of the 
earth. Don’t miss the train! 

Marquee 2

Saturday 
Check-in: 4pm–6pm 
First meeting: 6.30pm–8pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9.45am–12.45pm & 6.30pm–8pm

Thursday 
9.45am–11am

Resolved
Years 10–13
We’re looking forward to another year together getting stuck into 
God’s word. Our prayer is that as we spend time in the book of 
Acts you will be inspired by the mission of the Church and better 
equipped to share Jesus in the places he has you. We’ll spend time 
in Acts 16–18, considering the power of the gospel to transform 
people from all sorts of backgrounds, cultures and contexts. We’ll 
have a full seminar program too, digging into some of the big 
questions our culture wrestles with, to help you understand where 
your mates are coming from. 

Queen Vic

Saturday 
Check-in: 4pm–6pm 
First meeting: 6.30pm–8pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9.45am–12.45pm & 6.30pm–8pm

Thursday 
9.45am–11am

Trailblazers
Years 1–2
This week we’ll be following the adult programme, learning all about 
Jesus’ great big mission from the book of Acts. There will be fun games 
to play, crafts to enjoy and songs to sing, but most importantly, some 
hugely exciting truths about what it means to be a follower of Jesus and 
to tell others about him! Are you ready to join the mission!?

Lunar Bar

Saturday 
Check-in: 4pm–6pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9.45am-12.45pm

Thursday 
9.45am–11am
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Katherine Brook
Scramblers Leader
Having served on and led teams in young children’s ministry for over 
15 years, it is an area Katherine is hugely passionate about – no child is 
too young to hear about the good news of the gospel! Currently, she 
is back as a full-time primary school teacher, having enjoyed working 
as Associate Children’s Worker at Above Bar Church in Southampton 
for a while. She and her husband Matt now enjoy living in the beautiful 
countryside of North Devon. When not working with children, Katherine 
loves exploring outdoors, playing hockey, baking, or being by/in the sea.

Mel Lacey
Transformers Leader
Mel has been doing children’s and youth ministry in various ways, 
countries and contexts for over twenty years. She has had extensive 
experience in church-based children’s and youth ministry. In 2017  
she became the first Executive Director of Growing Young Disciples.  
In her spare time she loves to travel, hang out with friends, frequent  
the theatres of London and occasionally discuss theology! 

Rory Bell
Heroes Leader
Rory is the Director of TnT Ministries, where he and his wife, Kim, 
publish Mustard Seeds Bible-teaching resources and train people 
in many countries to teach the Bible to children. They also head up 
the Sunday children’s programme at their church in Kingston-upon-
Thames and have three ‘almost adult’ children of their own. Their 
household runs on grace and lots of coffee!

Trevor Pearce
Ignite Leader
Trevor is the youth worker at All Souls Church, Langham Place in 
London and has led the Ignite team for the last 14 years at Word 
Alive. He is married to Ewa and they have three daughters, and three 
grandchildren. He is a devoted West Ham fan and watches them 
whenever he gets a chance.

Peter Wright
Resolved Leader
Peter works for Growing Young Disciples and spends most of his 
time teaching and training folks who are involved in youth and 
children’s ministry throughout the UK and Ireland. Prior to this, he 
was involved in full-time youth ministry in a local church in Northern 
Ireland for 12 years. He is passionate about teaching the Bible to 
young people and seeing them equipped to live courageously and 
faithfully for Jesus in our cultural moment. He is married to Linda, 
dad to Tobias and Eden and a lifelong, passionate Leeds United fan.

Hannah Dobson
Trailblazers Leader
Hannah has worked in church-based children’s and youth ministry 
for a number of years both in the North West and London, where she 
studied at Oak Hill College. She has recently joined the team at TnT 
Ministries, producing resources to be used in groups for those aged 
11-18 years. In her spare time, she loves to bake and enjoys trying out 
new recipes for family and friends.
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Ed Drew
Families Together 
Leader
Ed Drew is the Director of 
Faith in Kids, a registered 
charity, which exists to support 
churches and parents in raising 
children to trust in Jesus Christ 
eternally (www.faithinkids.org). 
He co-hosts the Faith in Parents 
and Faith in Kids podcasts. He’s 
married to Mary and they have 
three children.

Amy Smith
Families Together 
Leader
Amy Smith is a writer for Faith 
in Kids and co-hosts the Faith 
in Parents podcast. She lives in 
Liverpool with her husband Ste 
and their four lively children. 
She is passionate about 
teaching the Bible to children 
faithfully, simply and creatively. 
Amy is happiest on a beach or 
adventuring with her family.

Awesome
Cutlery
Families Together 
Band
Awesome Cutlery are on 
a mission to help families 
worship Jesus together. In real 
life, they are Gareth Loh and 
Dan Adams, who are both 
dads and church pastors. 
They are delighted to be back 
serving at Word Alive!

Families Together
We’re going to engage the whole family, ensuring that even our youngest 
leave certain of God’s magnificent work through his Church from the book 
of Acts. Join us with the Awesome Cutlery band for adventures, music, Bible 
action and plenty of time to reflect, ponder and pray together. We will model 
creative ideas for all-age worship and family Bible times. It will probably be 
chaotic. It will certainly be an inspiring and awesome time together.

Lunar Bar
Saturday–Tuesday
5.30pm–6.15pm

Singalong with
Awesome Cutlery
Come and join Dan and Gareth as they share songs, stories, and tell some 
jokes (probably). We’ll sing some favourites and also share a few brand-
new songs we’re working on – we’d love you to come and help us out!

Lunar Bar
Wednesday
5.30pm–6.15pm
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Story for illustrative purposes only

...she helped James 
plant a church in Cardiff.

When Emma from 
Cambridge opened a 
Gospel Partner Account...

Kingdom Bank Limited is registered in England and Wales No. 4346834. Authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by 
the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Registered Office: Media House, Padge Road, Beeston, Nottingham 
NG9 2RS. Our Financial Services Register number is 400972. The financial services register can be viewed at https://register.fca.org.uk

Chat to us in the HUB or 
head to www.kingdom.bank 
to find out more.

When you save with Kingdom Bank, you play a 
part in helping churches around the UK plant, 
build and grow.

Give your savings a mission.
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Art Afternoons

Find out more about our Afternoon 
Artistic Workshops on page 38.

Sunday -
Wednesday
Morning Prayer Meeting
Come and start the day with prayer together. 
These times will give us some space to reflect 
on what we are hearing at Word Alive, as well as 
guiding us in prayer for our churches at home 
and the needs of our nation and the world.

Roller Disco, 8am–8.30am

Just Looking
Have you got questions about Jesus? Why not 
come and join us in a relaxed setting, as we explore 
Jesus together by looking at an eyewitness account 
of his life. Pastries and hot drinks will be served.

UCCF Marquee, 9.45am–11am

Revision Space
Providing a quieter space to study for those revising 
for GCSEs, A-Levels, Highers and university exams. 
Includes power sockets and internet connection.

UCCF Marquee, 11am–12.45pm
Pontins Restaurant, 2pm–5pm
Tiered seats in Fun Factory, any time

Community Choir
Come and enjoy learning a new and striking choral 
setting of Daniel 9, ready for a performance at the 
final Celebration!

Marquee 2, 1pm–1.45pm

Sunday
Newcomers to Word Alive

Is this your first time at Word Alive? Are you 
feeling a little bewildered? Come and meet with 
others feeling the same way and hear a brief 
orientation to Word Alive as well as tips on how to 
get the most out of the event this year. Hosted by 
Katie Bojang.

Old Laundry, 9am–9.30am

Law Network Lunch

The Law Network is hosting a special lunchtime for 
all lawyers and law students. Join us for a great 
opportunity to meet other Christians in the legal 
world, pray and eat together, and find out ways 
to get involved with what UCCF’s Law Network is 
doing to equip students to live, think and speak for 
Jesus. We think you’ll love it!

Old Laundry, 1pm–1.45pm

UCCF Relay Programme Lunch

There are around 2.5 million students at UK higher 
education institutions. CUs are uniquely placed to 
reach students with the hope of the gospel. If you 
are passionate about seeing students reached 
with the hope of the gospel why not join us for 
lunch and an opportunity to find out more about 
UCCF’s unique mission, training, and discipleship 
programme for graduates. Hosted by Ben 
Harding, Head of Relay.

UCCF Marquee, 1pm–1.45pm
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UCCF Supporter Event

Do you partner with UCCF in prayer or giving? We 
would love to thank you in person! You’ll have a 
chance to meet a few current Staff Workers over 
soft drinks and nibbles and hear stories about 
mission that has been fuelled by your prayer and 
financial support. We will also share about how you 
can pray for the Fellowship as we look to the future.

UCCF Marquee, 8.30pm–9.30pm

Opening Night of the Art Exhibition

Join us for the opening of the Art Alive exhibition, 
‘Catalyst’ where you will be able to meet the artists 
behind the exhibition and hear about their work. 
It will be a great time of meaningful discourses. 
There will be wine and soft drinks to enjoy as well.

Fun Factory, 9.30pm

Monday
Youth Workers Reception

If you are involved in youth work come and 
meet others doing the same. Hear ideas and 
encouragements and learn how we can help  
one another. Hosted by Mel Lacy.

Old Laundry, 9am–9.30am

Ministry to Internationals

If you are involved in ministry to international 
students at your church or Christian Union group, 

you are invited to join us for a lunchtime meeting to 
meet others involved in international student ministry, 
pick up a free resource pack and receive some training. 
Bring a packed lunch.

Marquee 5, 1pm–1.45pm

Student Workers at Word Alive
If you’re involved in student ministry in your church, 
this is for you! You’ll have time to connect with others 
involved in similar work, and there will be a short talk 
to inspire and encourage you in discipling students.  
A free light lunch will be provided.

UCCF Marquee, 1pm–1.45pm

Healthcare Forum
Calling all Christian healthcarers - nurses, midwives, 
dentists, physios, OTs, doctors, psychologists and 
more... Hosted by the Christian Medical Fellowship 
(CMF) and in partnership with CDF (Christian Dental 
Fellowship), CiaH (Christians in Allied Health) and TWUK 
(Transform Work UK). Come and connect with other 
Christian healthcare professionals and students as we 
ask questions, share experiences, and are encouraged 
to live and speak for Jesus in the NHS, the GP Surgery 
and beyond.

Marquee 1, 1pm-1.45pm

Reach the World of Sport for Christ
There are thousands of sports clubs and teams in the 
UK and the need for Christians in them, to connect their 
faith and sport whilst sharing the good news of Jesus, 
remains great. Come and consider how you and your 
church can engage with the sports clubs in your area 
and share the good news of Jesus with those involved. 

Find out how Christians in Sport can support you 
and your church in this mission.

Old Laundry, 1pm–1.45pm

Postgrads Meeting

If you are a Master’s or PhD student, are thinking 
of doing postgraduate study, or are involved in 
ministry to postgrad students in your church, 
you are warmly invited to a meeting in which 
Tim Laurence and Anja Lijcklama a Nijeholt 
(UCCF Research) will share about the resources, 
conferences, and groups that UCCF is developing 
for postgrads, and how you can get involved.

Roller Disco, 1pm-1.45pm

UCCF Staff & Relay Alumni Gathering

Catch up with former UCCF colleagues, share 
memories and hear briefly from current staff about 
the work. There will be plenty of time to reconnect 
with old friends while enjoying wine and nibbles.

UCCF Marquee, 8.15pm–9.30pm

Tuesday
Connect for Teachers

A time to make connections with those nearby, 
hear about all that’s going on for Christian 
teachers at the moment and pray for each other. 
Come along if you’re a teacher, training to teach 
or interested in the Teaching Network.

Marquee 5, 1pm–1.45pm

Reach the World of University  
Sport for Christ

Whether you are involved in a Christians in Sport 
group at your university or not, come along and 
consider how you can engage with sports players 
at your uni and share the good news of Jesus with 
them. Find out how Christians in Sport can support 
you and your university group in this mission.

Old Laundry, 1pm–1.45pm 

Lunch with Elaine Storkey and  
Sarah White for Art Students

Please join us for an informal Q&A over lunch with 
our speakers. This is the chance you to meet our 
speakers for the week and ask them any questions 
you have about being cultural catalysts in the 
creative sector. Lunch will be provided.

Roller Disco, 1pm–1.45pm

A Mucky Business: Tim Farron MP  
in conversation with the UCCF  
Politics Network

Politics is messy but politics is a valuable means by 
which to serve others and honour God. That’s the 
theme of Tim Farron’s latest book and the vision of 
the UCCF Politics Network. Join us for lunch as we 
sit down to discuss the British political landscape, 
the role of Christians within the nation, and why 
we need Christians to stand up and get involved, 
including some practical next steps as to how the 
Politics Network might help you do that.

UCCF Marquee, 1pm–1.45pm
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Preparing Sixth Formers for Uni

An evening for all parents, youth and student 
workers. Come together to discuss the challenges 
and opportunities young people face when heading 
off to university. Along with UCCF senior staff and a 
live panel of CU students, we will consider how we 
can help young people thrive as believers in the 
university context.

UCCF Marquee, 8.30pm–9.30pm

Getting Ready for Uni

Are you heading off to university? Wondering about 
all that university life offers? We want to help you 
prepare for this exciting next step. Come and grab a 
drink, ask current students your questions and hear 
how you can flourish as a Christian in all aspects of 
university from freshers’ week and beyond.

UCCF Marquee, 10pm–11pm

Student Night at the Exhibition

A special student night at the exhibition. Students 
only – extra time – learn what God is doing across 
the world and how you can be involved.

The HUB, 10pm–11pm.

Wednesday
Meet the Theology Network

Do you study, lecture or otherwise work in theology? 
Interested in how we can support young people 
studying theology and religious studies at university? 
Come and hear more about UCCF’s Theology 

Network, and what we’re doing to help students 
think, live and speak for Jesus in the world of 
academic theology and religious studies. Find 
out how you can benefit from our training and 
resources, or how you could contribute.

Old Laundry, 1pm–1.45pm

Meet the Science Network
Do you study or work in science? Interested in how 
we can support young people heading into scientific 
careers? Come and hear more about UCCF’s 
Science Network, and what we’re doing to help 
students think, live and speak for Jesus in the world 
of science. Find out how you can benefit from our 
training and resources, or how you could contribute.

Queen Vic, 1pm–1.45pm

Student Champion Lunch
Student Champions play a vital role in helping 
students come and benefit from Word Alive. Come 
to get a vision for bringing others and find out about 
how to plan, prepare and enthuse your Christian 
Union to come to Word Alive 2024. Hosted by 
Nigel Beynon.

UCCF Marquee, 1pm–1.45pm

Church Group Organisers
Many people come to Word Alive through organised 
groups. The group organisers play a vital role in 
enabling others to attend the event. Come and hear 
about being an organiser for 2024, and if you’ve 
done it before tell us how we can help you do it 
better. Hosted by Nigel Beynon and Tom Roberts.

Old Laundry, 8.30pm–9.30pm

UCCF Leadership Networks

Are you a student involved in Theology, Science, 
Music, Politics, Teaching, Law and the Arts? 

Find out more about the UCCF Leadership 
Network tracks at Word Alive 2023 on page 30. 
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Blueprint your future...

Monkton is a leading Christian boarding and day school for boys and 
girls aged 2-18,  just 1 mile from the World Heritage City of Bath

“You truly get the feeling that your child themself, not just the results they get, 
is the most important thing to everyone at the school and it is not just 
something written on the school website.”   - Current parent

For more information come and visit us in the hub or scan the 
QR Code, to visit our website www.monktoncombeschool.com

christian.org.uk

Visit our stand to find out more
Be a Christian influence
in a secular world

DEFEND
gospel freedom in
 the public square

CELEBRATE
the sanctity of human life   

UPHOLD
God’s good design for 
marriage and gender  



These are tracks with a special focus: international 
students, church leaders, people with learning 

disabilities, and people wanting to go deeper into 
their subjects of work or study.

Specific 
Tracks

Specific 
Tracks
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Afternoons

2pm 
The International Student Track small groups 
meet at Marquee 5 to discuss how the truths 
from the earlier Bible Readings apply to our own 
culture. There will be small groups in a variety 
of languages.

3.45pm 
We have planned a fantastic choice of 
international student seminars:

• Life after graduation (Sunday)
• Singleness & marriage (Monday)
• Ghosts, gods, spirits & ancestors (Wednesday).

Evenings

8.30pm Late Celebration 
A highlight of each day is when more than a 
thousand UK and international students join 
together for the late celebration to hear God speak 
through his word and to respond in worship. 

After Hours

The main programme provides an opportunity to 
enjoy a wide variety of different performers and 
relax with each other at the end of the day. 

Extra Activities

On Saturday please join us in Marquee 5 
between 6pm and 8pm for a welcome meal and 

refreshments – absolutely free! You’ll also meet 
others involved in the track and be able to sign up 
for small groups.

On Sunday at 12.45pm we have a sandcastle 
competition at the local beach – bucket and 
spades are provided!

On Tuesday, join us for an afternoon trip to 
Prestatyn. We will leave from Marquee 5 at 3.30pm 
– it’s a great chance to see something of the local 
area and have some fun together. We’ll then join 
together at a local church to think and pray about 
preparing to return home and for a hot meal. 
There is a small charge to cover the meal – tickets 
available at the International Student Track.

On Wednesday lunchtime in Marquee 5 we have 
a Testimonies and Q&A session, 1pm–1.45pm.

Training

If you are involved in ministry to 
internationals at your church or 

Christian Union group, we would love 
to meet you and encourage you in 
this. Please drop into Marquee 5 to 
say hi, have a look at our resources 
table and pick up a free resources 

pack. On Monday you are invited to 
join us for a lunchtime meeting (1pm–
1.50pm) in Marquee 5 to meet others 

involved in international student 
ministry (bring a packed lunch).

International
Student Track
This track is especially for international students. 
Feel free to come to as many of the sessions as 
you would like, but you will get the most out of 
the track if you commit to the Bible Readings and 
small groups.

If you are a Christian international student, this track 
will encourage you to live for God here in the UK as 
well as back in your home country. It’s a unique 
opportunity to network with international students 
from across the country and be equipped to serve 
God in your home country through considering how 
his word applies in our different contexts. If you are 
not a Christian, you are very welcome too! There are 
groups designed especially for you (in Mandarin 
and in English).

Here is an overview of what is happening at the 
track and a guide to making the most of Word Alive.

Mornings

9.45am 
Join us for the International Bible Reading at 
Marquee 5 where Peter Teagle will teach of the topic 
‘Living Hope in a Hopeless World’ from the book of 
1 Thessalonians. There will be plenty of time to ask 
questions after the talks.

11.30am 
An opportunity to join the main programme.

UCCF Leadership
Network
During the week there will be a number of events 
that form part of UCCF’s Leadership Network. The 
networks, in Arts, Music, Politics, Law, Science, 
Teaching and Theology, exist to provide Christian 
Union students with resources, training and 
specialist mentoring to address the unique 
challenges of Christian witness in their contexts, 
and to help students to develop a Christ-centred 
worldview of their studies. Their aim is to ensure 
Christian students entering these culturally 
significant areas are prepared for a lifetime of 
faithful witness in the contexts they are called to.

Every afternoon there will be training track for each 
of the networks. All guests are welcome to attend 
whether students or non-students, and the material 
will be applicable to all with interest in the network’s 
specialist area.

If you are interested in finding out more about a 
specific Network, the year-round work, receiving 
news or supporting the Network go along to the 
UCCF Stand in the HUB to find out more.

See pages 84–109 for details of the training tracks.

Specific 
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Evening celebrations

Building on the theme of our morning celebrations 
there will be opportunities through the week for 
creative expressions of worship and prayer, as 
well as music and drama, with the objective of 
reinforcing the morning’s teaching.

Marquee 5, 6.30pm

Equip 2022

Equip is a seminar-based training track at Word 
Alive, delivered by experienced church leaders 
from FIEC, Living Leadership and Crosslands 
Training. It provides training for present and 
future leaders in local churches at all levels. The 
different tracks are targeted at full-time church 
leaders, those who serve as part-time or volunteer 
leaders, and those who are considering becoming 
leaders in the future. This year our focus will be 
encouraging leaders to recognize their inherent 
limitations as creatures, so that they might rely 
on the work of the Spirit rather than lead in their 
own strength. We hope this will be liberating, 
encouraging and empowering. All the seminars 
will include interaction and discussion, and the 
speakers will be available to meet with leaders 
individually during the event. Our prayer is that 
they will spur you become even better servants of 
Christ in your own church.

For information on the individual seminars  
please see page 82 and 102.

Count Everyone In
The track for adults with learning disabilities  
and autism is run by Word Alive’s partners  
Count Everyone In. 

Morning Celebrations - Good News 
for Everyone: learning from Paul

With sensitively led worship and accessible 
Bible teaching, these interactive celebrations 
are intended principally for adults with learning 
disabilities and autism, their families and carers 
but are open to anyone who would like to follow 
the theme of the main evening Bible teaching in a 
more relaxed way. We aim to aid understanding 
of the biblical text and its meaning for us today, as 
well as giving an opportunity to respond to what 
God is saying. There are more details on page 83.

Marquee 5, 11.30am

Sunday: Growing in Faith 
God has plans for our lives, Acts 9:20–31 & 11:19–30

Monday: Praising in Prison 
We should praise God even at difficult times, 
Acts 16:16–40

Tuesday: Sharing Good News 
We should share our faith even with people who 
are different from us, Acts 17:16–34

Wednesday: Encouraging one another 
It is important to encourage one another, Act 18:1–11

Specific 
Tracks
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Biblical, flexible training to
equip churches, leaders and
disciples for gospel mission.

Gospel training when
and where you need it

Engage with the issues of the day
through the riches of God's word
and the good news of the gospel.

Cultural engagement
and missional innovation

Theology for Life

www.crosslands.training info@crosslands.training +44 (0)7566848882

Introducing
 students
to Jesus
www.uccf.org.uk
Find out more



Word Alive is a great time to relax and have fun 
together. This year we have a variety of activities, 

food and games for you to enjoy.

Time  
Out

Sport
All organised by Christians in Sport

Morning Run

Why not start each morning with a run? The run will 
last 30 minutes and will be a light/medium pace.

Meet at Pontins reception, Monday– 
Wednesday, 7.30am

Five-a-side Football Tournament

Compete for the coveted ‘Word Alive Five-a-side 
Football Champions’ title. Come to the football 
pitch behind the Great Marquee on Sunday to sign 
up for our daily football tournament where teams 
will have an opportunity to qualify for the finals 
day on Wednesday. The tournament is for age 
16+. All 16-17 year olds wishing to play must get a 
consent form from the Christians in Sport team 
and have it signed and returned before playing. 
Trainers are advised ahead of boots.

Meet behind Great Marquee, Sunday– 
Wednesday, 2.30pm-4.30pm

Spikeball Tournament

There is an official Spikeball tournament on 
Tuesday, register on the day in teams of 3. 
Meanwhile, if you want to play casually in 
afternoons, do ask a CIS Staff member to  
borrow a net.

Meet behind Great Marquee, Tuesday, 2pm–4pm

Food & Drink
Word Alive Coffee Shop @ the HUB

Whether you’d like a flat white, a peppermint tea or 
a hot chocolate with marshmallows you’ll find it at 
our coffee shop. Come and put your feet up, have a 
chat with friends and relax.

The HUB, 9am–10.30pm

Food Options

There are food vans at the back of the HUB and  
next to the Clownfish marquee – where there 
is extra seating. We have pizza, crepes, coffee, 
burgers, Caribbean food and more. There is also 
Pontins’ Captain Cod’s fish & chips at the front of 
the main building.

Behind the HUB, 11am–8.30pm

Team Treasure Hunt
Bring a team and come for a treasure hunt around 
the local area, complete challenges and find the 
clues, and you could be the first to crack the case 
and win the treasure! 

This will take roughly 1.5 hours, and involves a fair bit 
of walking, so only choose this if you fancy a bit of 
time outdoors and some gentle exercise. Children 
are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult.

To join us, please sign up at Word Alive Information.

Meet in Marquee 4 for your instructions,  
Monday and repeated on Tuesday, 1.30pm 
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Afternoon Artistic 
Workshop
This year we have two afternoon workshops, 
2pm–3.15pm. These will take place in Walter Rowley, 
opposite Captain Croc’s on the 1st floor of the 
main building.

Art Exhibition
Catalysts are active and transformative; they make 
things happen. In the book of Acts, we see that Jesus 
Christ’s death and resurrection is the ultimate event 
of catalysis – bringing transformation to the world 
and to our lives. Affected by this, Jesus’ followers are 
subsequently called to be catalysts, equipped by 
Jesus to become active agents for change wherever 
they are placed.

In this year’s art exhibition, we invite you to join us in 
the Fun Factory and broadly reflect on this theme of 
‘Catalysts’, exploring what it means to affect change 
and bring transformation.

Fun Factory, Sunday–Wednesday

Indoor Activities
Music in the Afternoons

Students from a variety of the UK’s finest music 
colleges and faculties will demonstrate their God-
given gifts for your enjoyment.

Fun Factory, Sunday–Wednesday, 2.30pm

Soft Play Area

The soft play area in Captain Croc’s is available from 
3.45pm–5pm, under parental supervision.

Games Library

We have a variety of board games you can borrow 
and play with family or friends. See what is available 
at Word Alive Information.

Clownfish Fun Zone
You’re going to love this: Last one standing, bouncy 
castle, mega slide, laser tag, surf simulator, crazy 
golf, face painting and a host of smaller games. 
Have fun on the inflatables in our Clownfish 
activity area.

1.30pm–5.30pm, Clownfish Area

Free Activities
Once again, we have additional activities run 
by Pontins that are free for you to use, 1.30pm–
5.30pm each day. For most activities you just 
queue up at the activity to use it. To hire a bike or 
get a snooker cue etc go the Fun Zone near the 
entrance to the swimming pool. We have:

Swimming Pool 
8am-9.30am Lane swimming 
12pm-1pm Parents and infants 
1pm-4pm General swimming 
4pm-5pm Inflatable obstacle course

Inflatable Area 
In the fenced area outside the Great Marquee: 
obstacle course, pirate ship, slide, laser quest.

Electric Go-karts 
Near Great Marquee

Swing Ride 
Outside the swimming pool

Trampolines 
Outside the swimming pool

Junior Driving School 
Next to the swimming pool

Table Tennis (£5 deposit)

Crazy Golf (£5 deposit)

Tennis (£5 deposit)

Snooker Tables (£5 deposit)

Fun Bikes

Mornings for 
Under-4s
If you have children under 4 who are in their 
programme for just half of the morning, here are 
some activities for the other half of the morning:

Story Time for Under-4s

A story time will be led by a member of the under-
4s team at 10.15am and 12pm. Meet near the café 
in the HUB.

Swimming

From 12pm–1pm for parents and children.

Bouncy Castle

Clownfish Area, 10am–12pm.

Curious Creativity
Kath Hitching will lead some fun art games which 
are more about play than talent! We will explore 
together how to represent feelings through doodles. 

Open to all abilities and ages from age 6 to age 106. 
Children to be accompanied by an adult. Paper and 
pens will be provided but it would be helpful if you 
could bring along your own materials (paper, felt 
tips, colour pencils).

Walter Rowley, Monday, 2pm–3.15pm

I sea you
Take time to see the sea. Kath with guide you 
through your own interpretation of the seascape, 
with specific guidance around use of colour. Kath 
will use and demonstrate with watercolour but 
please feel free to bring and use your favourite 
materials (paint, pastels, pencils, pens).

This is suitable for all adults and teens. Meet in Walter 
Rowley and then we’ll go to the beach together. 

Walter Rowley, Tuesday, 2pm–3.15pm

About Kath Hitching: Kath is an independent artist, 
teacher and consultant with specialism in inclusive 
practices. Instagram: @knitchings
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After a busy day of talks and seminars why not relax 
with our After Hours programme? This year we have 

a wonderful mix of comedy, song and film. Enjoy.

After 
Hours

Parents - in need of a rest? 

Check out our selection of 
children’s films in the Family 

Filmhouse on page 47. 

Filmhouse
Top Gun: Maverick

Set 30 years after its predecessor, it follows 
Maverick’s return to the United States Navy Strike 
Fighter Tactics Instructor program (also known as 
U.S. Navy-Fighter Weapons School - “TOPGUN”), 
where he must confront his past as he trains a 
group of younger pilots, among them the son of 
Maverick’s deceased best friend Lieutenant Nick 
“Goose” Bradshaw.

Roller Disco, Saturday, 10.30pm

Living

In 1950s London, a humourless civil servant 
decides to take time off work to experience life 
after receiving a grim diagnosis.

Roller Disco, Sunday, 10.30pm

Guillermo del Toro’s Pinocchio

Academy Award®-winning filmmaker Guillermo 
del Toro reinvents Carlo Collodi’s classic tale of 
the wooden marionette who is magically brought 
to life in order to mend the heart of a grieving 
woodcarver named Geppetto. This whimsical, 
stop-motion musical directed by Guillermo del 
Toro and Mark Gustafson follows the mischievous 
and disobedient adventures of Pinocchio in his 
pursuit of a place in the world. 

Roller Disco, Monday, 10.30pm

The Fablemans
Loosely based on Spielberg’s childhood growing 
up in post-World War II era Arizona, from age 
seven to eighteen, a young man named Sammy 
Fabelman discovers a shattering family secret, 
and explores how the power of movies help us see 
the truth about each other and ourselves.

Roller Disco, Tuesday, 10.30pm

A Man Called Otto
A remake of the fantastic original film adaptation 
of the novel “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik 
Backman (2015 Swedish film “A Man Called Ove” 
directed by Hannes Holm). Ove is a curmudgeon-
the kind of man who points at people he dislikes 
as if they were burglars caught outside his 
bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict 
routines, and a short fuse. People call him ‘the 
bitter neighbour from hell.’

Roller Disco, Wednesday, 10.30pm
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WEEK THREE
29 July - 4 August

Ivor Poobalan

WEEK TWO
22 July - 28 July

Jonathan Griffiths

WEEK ONE
15 July - 21 July
Sam Allberry

Gather with thousands of believers this summer to hear from 
God’s Word, enjoy fellowship with each other, and be refreshed 
in God’s creation. Find out more at keswickministries.org

Live Music
Ruth Naomi Floyd
A composer and vocalist for over 25 years, 
Ruth leads a distinctive jazz ensemble. She 
has released multiple recordings of original 
compositions, bringing “an unmistakable 
emotional integrity that conveys her music’s 
power” (The Times London). The Orrin Evans 
Trio, featuring Ruth, was named one of National 
Public Radio Music’s Best Live Sessions of 2021. 
The National Endowment of the Arts awarded a 
Project Grant to Ruth and Intercultural Journeys 
for her latest body of work, The Frances Suite, 
which features an all-women ensemble and is 
dedicated to the poet, and abolitionist Frances 
Ellen Watkins Harper. In 2019, Concordia College-
New York awarded Ruth an Honorary Doctorate 
for her valuable contribution to the arts, music 
education, and justice work. Ruth is an Artist in 
Residence at Temple University. 

Fun Factory, 10.30pm, Sunday

Teelow
Teelow is a Hip-Hop artist, using jazz samples, 
chords and hypnotic melodies as a backdrop 
for his observations on life, culture and faith. 
Inspired by the likes of A Tribe Called Quest, Fela 
Kuti and Chet Baker, Teelow aspires to create art 
that narrates, discusses and inspires the lives of 
young people trying to navigate this world while 
committing themselves to something higher.

Lunar Bar, Monday, 10.30pm

A Musical Feast
Round off your evening with a concert featuring 
strings, woodwind, voice, and more, all performed 
by talented students, staff, and alumni of UCCF’s 
Music Network.

Lunar Bar, Wednesday, 10.30pm

Music in the Afternoons 

Listen to students from a variety of 
the UK’s finest music colleges and 

faculties will demonstrate their 
God-given gifts for your enjoyment.

Find out more on page 38. Tim
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Entertainment
Jo Enright

Most recently seen making a guest appearance in 
Ricky Gervais’ hit Netflix series After Life but possibly 
best known for playing the part of Angela in ITV 
Sitcom The Job Lot; Jo Enright has also starred 
alongside Steve Coogan in I’m Alan Partridge, with 
Peter Kay in Phoenix Nights and in BBC/HBO’s Life’s 
Too Short as Warwick Davis’ wife Sue. For more than 
two decades the highly acclaimed comedienne 
Jo Enright has crafted a completely unique style of 
stand-up comedy. As well as accepting numerous 
invitations to perform it both on television and 
radio, Jo also thrives on live theatre performances, 
for which she has won several comedy awards 
including the 2002 Chortle Award for ‘The Best 
Female Circuit Comic’ and 2001 Best Female on  
the Jongleurs Comedy Circuit award.

Lunar Bar, Saturday, 10.30pm

Silent Disco

Don the headphones, choose the track, and make 
the most of the dance floor.

Lunar Bar, Sunday, 10.30pm

Sports Quiz

Come and put your sporting knowledge to the test 
at the annual Word Alive Sports Quiz, hosted by 
Christians in Sport. Alongside competing with others, 
consider how you could use a sports quiz to share the 
gospel with sportspeople within your community.

Queen Vic, Monday, 10.30pm

Secret Church with Open Doors
Experience what it’s like to gather in secret as a 
follower of Jesus. Hear stories of courage and hope 
from those who risk it all, and respond in whispers 
of worship, silent prayers, sharing Scripture from 
memory and become a secret believer for the night.

Marquee 5, Sunday & Monday, 10.30pm

RISE Theatre
Faithful Companions explores the inspirational 
true story of Marie Madeleine d’Houët, foundress of 
an international Society of Catholic sisters called 
the Faithful Companions of Jesus. In this original 
stage production, written by Stephen Newbury of 
RISE Theatre, we see the courageous story of one 
woman’s fight to address the great need in the 
world around her in 19th century France and beyond, 
lived through steadfast devotion to Jesus Christ and 
responding to God’s call.

Featuring a beautiful soundtrack from BreakAway 
Music/Scripture Lullabies, Faithful Companions is 
an enthralling story of faith, love, loss, discernment, 
vocation, social justice and missionary zeal and 
provides a fascinating insight into the present day 
mission of the FCJ Society across the globe.

Lunar Bar, Tuesday, 10.30pm
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At Word Alive our vision is to serve you,  
the local church, by providing Bible teaching 
which deepens and widens our understanding 
of all God is saying to us. Through that countless 
people have been strengthened and equipped to 
continue serving Jesus in their local churches, 
workplaces, families and communities.

We would like to invite you to partner with us in 
this vision by:

• Prayer – receiving news and prayer 
information each quarter

• Giving – small and regular donations will help 
us to keep Word Alive as affordable as we can

For more information and to become a friend visit 
our website and click on ‘Become a friend’ in the 
top right hand corner.

Become  
a friend of 
Word Alive

www.wordaliveevent.org

Family Filmhouse
These films below will be shown in the roller disco. 
We hope they provide an opportunity for the 
children to be entertained and perhaps for the 
parents to rest! The film will finish in time for you  
to go to Lunar Bar for Families Together.

Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile
Follows the title reptile who lives in a house on 
East 88th Street in New York City. Lyle enjoys 
helping the Primm family with everyday chores 
and playing with the neighborhood kids but one 
neighbor insists that Lyle belongs in a zoo. Mr. 
Grumps and his cat, Loretta, do not like crocodiles, 
and Lyle tries to prove that he is not as bad as 
others might first think.

Roller Disco, Sunday, 3.30pm

DC League of Super-Pets
When the Justice League are captured by Lex 
Luthor, Superman’s dog, Krypto, forms a team 
of shelter-pets who were given superpowers: A 
hound named Ace, who becomes super-strong, a 
pig named PB, who can grow to giant-size, a turtle 
named Merton, who becomes super-fast, and a 
squirrel named Chip, who gains electric-powers.

Roller Disco, Monday, 3.30pm

Clifford the Big Red Dog
As middle schooler Emily Elizabeth struggles to fit in 
at home and at school, she discovers a small red 
puppy who is destined to become her best friend 
from a magical animal rescuer. When Clifford 

becomes a gigantic red dog in her New York City 
apartment and attracts the attention of a genetics 
company who wish to supersize animals, Emily and 
her clueless Uncle Casey have to fight the forces of 
greed as they go on the run across New York City 
and take a bite out of the Big Apple. Along the way, 
Clifford affects the lives of everyone around him 
and teaches Emily and her uncle the true meaning 
of acceptance and unconditional love. Based on 
the beloved Scholastic character, Clifford will teach 
the world how to love big.

Roller Disco, Tuesday, 3.30pm

Minions: The Rise of Gru

Long before he becomes the master of evil, Gru is 
just a 12-year-old boy in 1970s suburbia, plotting 
to take over the world from his basement. When 
the infamous supervillain group, the Vicious 6, 
ousts their leader, Gru attempts to join their ranks. 
The interview doesn’t go well (to say the least), 
and only gets worse after Gru outsmarts them 
and suddenly finds himself the mortal enemy 
of the apex of evil. On the run, Gru will turn to an 
unlikely source for guidance, Wild Knuckles, and 
discover that even bad guys need a little help 
from their friends.

Roller Disco, Wednesday, 3.30pm

Families Together 

Find more family fun at  
Word Alive 2023 on page 14. 
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This year we are supporting three projects with our 
offering. We are delighted to continue our support to 

Christians Against Poverty, the Evangelical Movement 
of Wales and the work of IFES in Ukraine. We will hear 

about these projects during the week, but here are some 
details. We will have a collection on Tuesday night and 

money given will be divided between these projects and 
the work of Word Alive.

Word Alive 
Offering

Evangelical
Movement of Wales
The Llwybrau Project (Paths)

The Bible talks of a variety of paths that lead to 
very different, and eternal, destinations. There are:

• the broad way that leads to destruction and 
the narrow way that leads to life that our Lord 
talks about in Matthew 7

• the “way that seems right to a man, But its end 
is the way of death”, Proverbs 14:12

• the “path of the just” which is “like the shining 
sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect 
day”, Proverbs 4:18

Every young person in Wales is on one or other of 
these paths.

The Llwybrau project is intended to provide 
resources to help young people find the right 
path, and walk it faithfully, presenting the gospel 
in relevant ways, exposing fallacies and errors 
in non-Christian worldviews, and providing 
guidance to help Christians “walk worthy of the 
Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 
good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God“, Colossians 1:10.

The project aims to do that in the following ways:

• developing a bilingual mobile phone app 
(Android and Apple) that provides reliable 
content produced by leaders in our network 
of local churches covering Bible readings, 

testimonies, stories, teaching and  
practical articles

• providing support for church youth workers who 
are often under-resourced and short on time

Funding is required to develop the app, and 
appoint a worker to lead the work.

The project will draw on our existing Llwybrau 
Welsh-language magazine and website, and 
will run alongside our existing, well-established, 
summer camp ministry. 

The EMW is a movement of churches, leaders and 
Christians from a variety of different situations 
who love Jesus Christ, believe that the Bible is the 
word of God, and are convinced that the gospel 
is the only hope for our lost world. We share the 
same core gospel beliefs, and we express our 
unity in Christ by serving him and his people (the 
Church). The EMW is led by church leaders, and 
is not a denomination or association, but is a 
servant of gospel churches. Speakers  
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Christians 
Against Poverty
At Christians Against Poverty (CAP UK), we won’t sit back and let 
poverty destroy lives. We’re a UK-wide charity that equips local 
churches with the tools and expertise to support people facing debt 
and other financial challenges in their communities. We campaign 
relentlessly for a redesigned society that works for everyone, including 
those on the lowest incomes. The result? Hope reignited and a future 
that’s brighter for all of us. 

When you choose to support CAP

• You choose to enable hundreds of local churches to serve their 
communities with holistic and practical support.

• You choose to equip thousands of families with the tools to become 
debt free, lifting an overwhelming weight from their shoulders.

• You choose to help people find work, learn to better manage their 
money and gain simple but transformative life skills.

• You choose to help us fight the causes and consequences of UK 
poverty, driving change that will impact every one of us.

• You choose to grow the kingdom of God on earth, as CAP clients 
are welcomed into church families and congregations gain new 
members.

• You choose to help those who are lost and broken discover the 
restorative power of knowing Jesus, and the freedom it brings.

By giving a gift to CAP at this conference, you can help bring hope, 
freedom and good news to those crushed by poverty, at a time 
when the soaring cost of living is pushing more and more people 
into financial crisis. It costs £180 for someone to go through a Debt 
Relief Order and start afresh, free from debt. Raising £18,000 at Word 
Alive 2023 could release 100 families from poverty and give them 
the opportunity for a new life in Jesus. Will you give the gift of hope 
and freedom?

Speakers  
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CCX Ukraine 
Student Ministry 
Student rented space in  
Ivano-Frankivsk

After the war started most of our students were 
scattered in different countries and cities. All of 
our workers were evacuated from the front line 
cities. We are now trying to stabilize and regrow 
the ministry in new areas - in Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, 
Odesa, and Kyiv. This has become our aim for the 
time of war.

Project Impact: Ivano-Frankivsk city along with 
Lviv is becoming a nerve centre for the CCX 
Ukraine ministry in the midst of the war. Having a 
rented space would: 

1. help stabilize and provide a base from which to 
regrow the student ministry in Ivano-Frankivsk 
and other cities 

2. serve as a temporary housing for evacuated 
students and provide possibility to move  
staff there 

3. serve as a humanitarian hub and storage for 
evangelistic literature 

4. provide students with a place for running Bible 
Studies, training and evangelistic events.

To rent this space would cost $1000 per month. 
Please join with us in serving the students  
of Ukraine. 
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We are delighted to have a great team of speakers here 
to serve us this week. Here are just a few of the many.

Speakers

Paul Mallard
Since being called to the pastoral ministry in 1982, Paul has served 
as pastor in three churches – in Chippenham, Worcester and Bath. 
He currently serves the Fellowship of Independent Evangelical 
Churches as the director for the West Midlands and the chair of 
the Theological Team. Paul is married to Edrie and they have four 
children and eight grandchildren. He loves reading military history 
and he is a lifetime supporter of West Bromwich Albion. 

Liz Cox
Liz Cox works as the Minister for Women and Community at St Giles’ 
Church, Derby. She moved to Derby from Sydney, Australia in 2004 
with her husband David and their three children Rachel, Olivia and 
Jordan. Since then, their family has expanded to include two sons-
in-law, four grandchildren and a cat. Liz likes watching films and 
series, cooking, and eating out. Most of all she enjoys talking, and 
especially talking about the Bible.

Garry Williams
Garry Williams serves as the pastor of Ebenezer Chapel in Luton, 
a new church that meets for its first service this Easter Sunday, 
and as the Director of the Pastors’ Academy at London Seminary, 
where he also teaches systematic theology. Among other things, he 
has published Silent Witnesses: Lessons on Theology, Life, and the 
Church from Christians of the Past and His Love Endures For Ever: 
Reflections on the Love of God. He is married to Fiona and they have 
four children, two grown up and two at school.
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Andy Bannister
Andy Bannister is the director of Solas, a UK-based evangelistic 
organisation that takes the good news of Jesus out of the four walls of 
the Church and into the public square and trains and equips Christians 
to talk naturally and winsomely about their faith. A popular speaker 
(everywhere from universities to cafés to TV and radio), Andy is also the 
author of several books, including Do Muslims and Christians Worship 
the Same God? and The Atheist Who Didn’t Exist, Or: The Dreadful 
Consequences of Bad Arguments.

Andy has been married for twenty-five years to his wife, Astrid, and they 
have two energetic, creative children, Caitriona and Christopher. When 
not writing, speaking, or broadcasting, Andy climbs mountains, chops 
wood, drinks tea, collects old books, and gets thoroughly clobbered by 
his kids at board games.

Steve Midgley
Steve is the Executive Director of Biblical Counselling UK. He was until 
recently the vicar of Christ Church Cambridge where he continues to 
serve on the staff part-time. He is a board member for the Christian 
Counseling and Educational Foundation (CCEF) and on the council of the 
Biblical Counselling Coalition. Before becoming a pastor, he trained as a 
psychiatrist. He is married to Beth and they have three adult children.

Peter Teagle
International Student Bible Readings
After time in China, Peter and his wife, Lynette, trained for ministry in 
Singapore (where Lynette is from) and has worked in international 
student evangelism and discipleship for over twenty years. Formerly 
Oxford team leader, Peter is now Head of Events Speaking for Friends 
International; Lynette is Head of Learning and Development for FI 
and is a PhD candidate at the Oxford Centre for Mission Studies. 
They have three young adult children. Peter loves reading about 
missions and what God is doing around the world.

Girma Bishaw
Rev Dr Girma Bishaw is the Director and founder of Gratitude 
Initiative UK. Gratitude Initiative exists to introduce and promote 
‘Gratitude’ as a formative language that transforms and energises 
how we approach solving individual and social problems, resulting 
in harmony and reconciliation, building bridges to make the cross-
cultural mission possible. He also serves as Director of Movement 
and Community Engagement for The London Project. Before 
founding Gratitude Initiative, Dr Girma served as a pastor at the 
Ethiopian Christian Fellowship Church. Currently, Girma also serves 
as part of the pastoral staff at Reality Church London. Girma is 
married to Yodit, and they have a son and a daughter.
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Ray Brown
Ray is currently the minister of East London 
Tabernacle. He is married to Rebekah and they have 
four children. In his spare time, he enjoys watching 
movies, swimming, reading and cycling around 
south-east London.

Other Speakers

Hugh Palmer

Hugh was Rector of All Souls Langham Place until his 
retirement in 2020. He is married to Clare and they 
now live in Cheltenham. Hugh remains a lifelong 
supporter of Brighton and Hove Albion Football Club.

Peter Dray
Peter Dray is one of the directors of UCCF, the 
British university CU movement. He lives in Leeds 
with Linda, Samuel and Toby and is a member of 
Redeemer Church.

Dave Gobbett
Dave has been Lead Pastor at Highfields Church 
in Cardiff since 2014, having previously served the 
Lord in Cambridge, Newcastle and Washington DC. 
Married to Sally, Dave enjoys the fact that their four 
children continue to be proud England rugby and 
football fans despite constant Welsh pressure.

Graham Daniels
Graham (known as Danno) succeeded the 
Christians in Sport founder, Andrew Wingfield Digby, 
as General Director in 2002. Danno is a Director of 
Cambridge United Football Club and an Associate 
Staff member of The Round Church at St Andrew the 
Great (StAG) Church in Cambridge.

Niv Lobo
Niv is Curate at Highfield Church, Southampton; he’s 
married to Lucy, and they have two daughters. He 
loves being involved with evangelistic speaking and 
working with students.

John Stevens
Having pastored City Evangelical Church 
Birmingham for ten years, John became the Director 
of the Fellowship of Independent Churches (FIEC) in 
2010. He lives in Market Harborough with his wife and 
four children.

Jonathan Thomas
Jonathan is married to Rebecca and they have 
3 boys. He is the pastor of Cornerstone Church, 
Abergavenny, an author, broadcaster with BBC 
Radio Wales, and enjoys cycling and drinking coffee.

Matt Waldock
Matt is the co-pastor of City Church Manchester which 
he helped to plant in 2014. He loves to develop and 
invest in leaders, and he coordinates Gospel Coaching 
for pastors and ministry leaders across the UK. Matt is 
married to Jacky and they have a son, Reuben.
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Olly Knight
Worship Leader
Olly is married to Kirsty and they have two young children, Caleb 
and Rose. He is based at The City Church in Canterbury. He is 
passionate about Christ-centered worship that’s full of biblical truth 
and music that’s creative and stirs the heart. Olly has written songs 
such as Father of Mercies and All Things New that feature on his 
lockdown album You Hold the World.

Joyful Noise
Worship Band
Joyful Noise is a ministry that exists to write songs from the word, to 
the heart, and for the church. We are made up of individuals who 
are committed to biblical truth and passionate about the local 
church. Inspired by musicians and movements such as CityAlight, 
The Gettys, Matt Boswell and Matt Papa, Joyful Noise was formed at 
the start of the first UK lockdown in 2020. Our desire is to write and 
produce songs that feed God’s people theologically, and nourish 
them pastorally whilst being musically memorable, singable and 
playable. Joyful Noise has released two EPs, and you can download 
all the sheet music for free at www.joyfulnoise.uk.
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ufm.org.uk

We’d love to support you and your 
church in making disciples of all nations.

Since 1931, UFM have been helping churches to identify, 
train, send and support workers for cross-cultural mission.

UFM workers serve in 40 countries across the world, 
taking the gospel to the least reached and supporting 
under resourced churches.

Please get in touch anytime.

office@ubm.org.uk
www.ubm.org.uk/tellmemore

Sharing the good news of Jesus...

... on the beaches and in the cities

... in the UK, Ireland and Continental Europe

... with holiday makers, tourists and 
    international students

Book a
church
visiting
speaker

... short term mission opportunities (3-7 days)



Keys
Two sets of keys will be issued 
per unit. Another set is available 
from Pontins reception for a £5 
returnable deposit. Keys should 
be returned to reception on the 
last day.

Linen
As per booking instructions 
we are to bring our own linen. 
If you haven’t brought linen 
then you can buy some from 
Pontins reception.

Lost Children
If you lose your child, please go 
directly to Word Alive Information 
or alert a steward nearby and 
our team will initiate a search. If 
you find a lost child please take 
them to Word Alive Information.

Lost Property 
Lost property will be kept in the 
venue where it is found during 
the day, and then will be taken to 
Word Alive Information when the 
venue closes.

Mobile Phones
Please make sure mobiles are 
on silent during sessions.

Word Alive Briefing
Our daily newssheet will give you 
an update on what is happening 

at Word Alive as well as any 
programme or venue changes. 
Pick up your copy from stewards 
or Word Alive Information.

Parking
Please be careful where you park 
to avoid blocking access routes.

Pastoral Care
If you would like to talk or pray 
with someone, the pastoral 
prayer team are available. 
To arrange an appointment 
please book a time at Word 
Alive Information. In addition the 
pastoral team will be available 
at the front of the Great Marquee 
after the Early Celebration to 
pray with you if you wish. In 
most cases information shared 
remains confidential, however 
there may be occasions when it is 
necessary for Word Alive to pass 
on information without consent. 
The same is true in the children/
youth and student programmes.

Photography
Filming, photography and 
recording is not permitted in 
any venue.

Restaurant
Half board guests will have 
breakfast and evening meal 
provided in the on site restaurant. 
Breakfast is served from 7am–

9.30am. Evening meal is served 
from 5pm–8pm.

Stewards
Word Alive wouldn’t function 
without our wonderful volunteers 
– please do follow their directions 
and give them a smile.

Visual Impairment
Large print versions of the songs 
and the essential items in this 
programme are available. Please 
ask at Word Alive Information.

Wristbands
All guests aged 4 and over 
must wear a wristband in order 
to gain access to any venues. 
Your wristband will also give you 
entry to the park. All ages will 
have an additional wristband 
for their access to the youth and 
children programmes.

Your attendance at Word Alive 
implies permission for Word Alive 
to reproduce your image, likeness 
and voice on publicity material, 
television and radio broadcasts.

The information in this 
programme was correct when 
going to print. Unfortunately 
some changes may occur 
after that. These will be 
communicated through the 
Briefing and notices.

Event Info
Word Alive  
Information

The information point for Word 
Alive is situated at the Pontins 
reception desk in the main 
building. Please come here to 
buy event passes, ask questions 
about the programme or other 
Word Alive related queries.

Accommodation

Your accommodation should be 
fully serviced and equipped but 
if there are any problems, please 
contact the Pontins reception in 
the main building.

Children

Whilst at Word Alive please 
exercise the same care of your 
children as you would at home.

Departure Day

Please vacate your 
accommodation by 10am on 
Thursday 6 April. You will need 
to pack your car/store your 
luggage before going to the final 
session in the programme. If 
needed, you can leave luggage 

at the side of the 
Fun Factory.

Disability/ 
Hard of Hearing

All our venues are accessible to 
those in wheelchairs. Most of our 
venues have hearing aid loops 
fitted. Would those requiring BSL 
interpretation make themselves 
known to the signers at the front 
of the Great Marquee.

Emergencies & Fire

Please ensure you know where 
your nearest fire exit is when in a 
venue. Should a fire occur in your 
accommodation please call 999 
and inform the operator of your 
accommodation location. Please 
also inform Pontins reception 
and Word Alive Information. Full 
information regarding evacuation 
procedures is available in your 
accommodation. Out of hours 
please contact Pontins main gate 
on 01745 881824.

First Aid

This year we have hired a first 
aid team to be on site. They are 
available 9am–10pm. If you have 
a problem please go to their base 
opposite the Queen Vic pub or ask 
a steward to call them. 

Outside of those hours please 
call them on 07908 130746. In the 
case of an emergency please 
dial 999 as you would in any 
other circumstance.

Food

There is a supermarket on site as 
well as:

• Captain Cod’s Fish & Chips
• Beachcomber Restaurant
• Java Café
• Word Alive Coffee Shop  

@ The HUB
• Food Court next to the 

Clownfish marquee

Guest Services

If you need any assistance 
regarding your accommodation 
or a Pontins-run aspect of the 
site, please contact the Pontins 
reception desk in the main 
building. If you have any concerns 
that you feel are not dealt with 
adequately, you should write to 
the General Manager of the site 
no later than 28 days after the 
end of our event. 

If you are unsatisfied with 
any aspect of the Word Alive 
programme, please contact Word 
Alive Information. If you have an 
unresolved complaint with regard 
to Word Alive please write to: Nigel 
Beynon, Director of Word Alive, 78 
Aubert Park, London, N5 1TS.
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Word Alive
Exhibition
There is a wealth of resources and opportunities 
on offer from the following organisations:

Word Alive
Bookshop
Books that point to Jesus change lives
At 10ofthose our passion is to provide trusted 
resources at discount prices – and see them read 
and used as widely as possible.

Shopping at the Word Alive bookstall directly 
supports the work of Word Alive.

Come and visit the bookstall for:

• Special offers

• Knowledgeable staff to offer advice

• New releases and old favourites 

• Stage recommendations

Plus, watch out for our deal of the day – a special 
offer each day, while stocks last!

Bookshop Opening Times
Saturday  
5pm–10pm

Exhibition Opening Times
Saturday 
8pm–8.30pm & 10pm–10.30pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
11am–11.30am 
4.30pm–6pm 
8pm–8.30pm & 10pm–10.30pm

Evening 

Morning 
Afternoon 

Evening

Word Alive
HUB

The HUB aims to provide resources and information to 
help you and your churches as you seek to serve the 

Lord and find your place in his mission. It's also a place 
to relax, reflect and take a bit of time out from the busy 

programme. The HUB is made up of the Word Alive 
Exhibition, Word Alive Bookshop and Word Alive Media.

• African Enterprise  
UK

• Arab World Ministry  
of Pioneers

• BCMS Crosslinks

• Biblical Counselling  
UK

• Capernwray Hall

• Counties

• Crosslands

• Discipleship Tech 
(Prayermate)

• Faith in Kids

• FirstServe (Echoes 
International)

• Friends International

• IFES

• Kingdom Bank

• Monkton Combe 
School

• New Tribes Mission

• OMF International  
UK

• Open Doors UK  
& Ireland

• The Christian 
Institute

• UCCF (University & 
Colleges Christian 
Fellowship)

• UFM Worldwide

• Union

• United Beach 
Missions

• Wycliffe Hall

Exhibition Student Night
On Tuesday there will be a special student night 
at the exhibition. Students only – learn what God 
is doing across the world and how you can be 
involved. Come first and get free candyfloss.

The HUB, 10pm–11pm

Sunday–Wednesday 
9am–6.30pm & 8pm–10pm
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Chalet TV
On channel 401 there will be broadcasts from the 
Word Alive programme both live and repeats. There 
will also be various notices and reminders of what is 
happening during the week.

8am 

9.45am 

11.30am 

1pm 

2pm 

3.30pm 

5.30pm

6.30pm

8.30pm

10.30pm

12.30am

Bible Reading - repeated from 
previous day

Bible Reading from Paul Mallard 
– live

Bible Reading from Paul Mallard 
– live

Families Together - repeated 
from previous evening

Purposeful sexuality, Ed Shaw - 
repeated from from 2022

After Hours – repeated from 
previous evening

Families Together – live

Early Celebration – live

Late Celebration – live

After Hours – live

Variety of repeats throughout 
the night

Word Alive Media
Word Alive offers lots of great, accurate and faithful 
Bible teaching – it’s why you are here! However, we 
appreciate that you can’t come to every session, you 
may want to listen again to a session you have been 
to, or you may have friends who would benefit from 
the teaching but who aren’t here this week. Word 
Alive Media is the solution to all these problems! We 
record all morning sessions as well as the Evening 
Celebrations and these recordings are available 
to buy.

• Digital Download – MP3s available individually  
or as a bundle

• USB – all the morning and evening talks on 
a branded USB stick for £29; order now for 
collection on the final day

• CD – £4 each, order now for delivery by post  
after the event

Order online through our website wordaliveevent.org 
or come and see our friendly Media Sales team in the 
HUB. They can help you with download issues and 
much more.

Media Opening Times
Sunday & Monday 
1.30pm–4.30pm & 8pm–10.45pm

Tuesday & Wednesday 
11am–4.30pm & 8pm–10.45pm

Thursday 
8.30am–12pm (collections after 12pm)
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GAP YEAR OPPORTUNITIES

As well as our 12 months SaLT programme, we offer Bible courses, Christian holidays for all ages 
and short term volunteering opportunities throughout the year. Come as a guest, volunteer or 
student and join us in our mission to share the transforming presence of Jesus Christ.

SALT PROGRAMME
12 months tailor-made residential 
volunteering to help you grow in leadership. 

BIBLE SCHOOL & HOLIDAYS
Practical Bible teaching to strengthen your 
relationship with Jesus.

Come and meet us at the exhibition or connect with us online:
capernwray.org @capernwrayhall

We are
here! Growing

Friendship & Faith
WITH INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

Visit us online: www.friendsinternational.uk

“Boldly communicating the good news of Jesus with 10,000 international students
per year – our heart for ministry spans nearly 40 years of understanding.

Working with over 280 churches and 1,200+ volunteers through our centres, our passion is 
student ministry. Come and see how you could be part of this great international mission...

Learn
more
about

us!

We work in collaboration with 
universities, CUs and local 
churches in over 40 towns 

and cities across the
UK and Ireland!



  Be stretched and transformed at one of the morning 
tracks or engage with a particular topic or part of 

life in our seminar streams.

Tracks & 
Seminars
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Sunday
Antioch: Acts 11:19-30;  
12:24-13:5

Crossing the final frontier 

Monday
Philippi: Acts 16:6-40

The power of the gospel 

God takes his gospel to Europe by the power 
of his Spirit.

Tuesday
Athens: Acts 17:16-34

A passion for the truth

Wednesday
Corinth: Acts 18:1-22  
& 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

Don’t give up 

Acts: To the ends of the earth

Bible Reading

Paul Mallard 
Great Marquee
9.45am & 11.30am

Morning 
Tracks
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Sunday
How to talk about Jesus without looking  
like an idiot

Many Christians are nervous to talk about their 
faith at work, university, or among their friends 
for fear of the consequences. This very practical 
session will help us tackle these fears and will 
introduce some easy-to-use tools for everyday 
conversational evangelism that anybody can use 
to share Jesus more confidently.

Monday
Evangelism to the apathetic and disinterested

Many of our friends aren’t hostile to faith, they’re 
just disinterested; starting spiritual conversations 
with them can feel like nailing fog to the wall! In 
this session we’ll learn some practical ways to 
start evangelistic conversations with those who 
might say “I don’t care about God”.

How can we learn to talk to friends and colleagues about Jesus without feeling 
afraid or intimidated? In these four sessions, Andy Bannister from Solas will share 
biblical wisdom and practical ways we can start conversations about faith with 
our friends: whether they’re hostile, sceptical, or just totally apathetic.

Confident Christianity: how to have 
natural conversations about Jesus

Morning Track

Andy Bannister 
Marquee 1
9.45am

Tuesday
Five steps for answering any tough question

It’s great to listen to apologetic talks on science, 
or suffering, or sexuality etc. But what happens if 
a friend or neighbour asks you a question you’ve 
never been to a seminar on? This session teaches 
five easy-to-remember steps that you can use to 
engage with any difficult question!

Wednesday
Bringing it back to Jesus: naturally connecting 
conversations to Christ

Sometimes we can do okay when it comes to 
starting spiritual conversations with friends, but 
we then struggle to bring Jesus naturally into 
the conversation. This session will explore lots 
of practical and easy to learn ways all of us can 
weave Jesus more naturally into our  
everyday conversations. 

Sunday
The story of the sons and children of God (1)

The first two sessions will look at the story of the 
different sons of God throughout biblical history, 
and even before it: God the Son himself in eternity, 
Adam in the garden and expelled from it, Adamic 
humanity as God’s offspring, Israel as God’s son, her 
kings as God’s sons, God the Son incarnate, and the 
redeemed as sons and children of God.  

Monday
The story of the sons and children of God (2)

The first two sessions will look at the story of the 
different sons of God throughout biblical history, 
and even before it: God the Son himself in eternity, 
Adam in the garden and expelled from it, Adamic 
humanity as God’s offspring, Israel as God’s son, her 
kings as God’s sons, God the Son incarnate, and the 
redeemed as sons and children of God.  

Adoption has been described as the highest priviledge of a Christian. We will explore our 
adoption by setting the foundation of the sons of God we discover in the Bible, seeing 
how it is God adopts us and what that looks like in daily life.

The sons and children of God

Morning Track

Garry Williams 
Marquee 4
9.45am

Tuesday
Understanding your adoption

This session will go deeper on the nature of adoption 
itself. What is it? Where do we look to understand 
it? How is it the work of the triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit? How does adoption relate to being 
regenerate and justified?

Wednesday
Living out your adoption

In this last session we will consider the wonderful 
difference that adoption makes: what does it mean 
to live as God’s adopted sons and children?
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Sunday
In the beginning, God

The Bible stories and verses you 
know fit in to one story: God’s 
big story. See how God started 
it and what happened next from 
Genesis to Joshua. 

Monday
Israel’s big hope and 
shattered dreams

God’s people should be home at 
last, but life is not how it ought to 
be. What went wrong? Is there 
any hope? Judges to Malachi. 

All the parts of the Bible fit together as God’s Big 
Wonderful Story and you’re in it!

Bible Overview:  
God's big story

Morning Track

Liz Cox 
Marquee 1
11.30am

Tuesday
The answer is always Jesus

The hopes and fears of the Old 
Testament are met in ... Jesus. 
God’s big story is all about him. 
Find out what he says and does 
in the Gospels. 

Wednesday
The future we were made for

God has an even bigger plan 
for the future. We are part of it: 
both here and now and there 
and then. Find out how in Acts 
to Revelation. 

Sunday
A biblical perspective on mental health

What is mental health and mental illness? When 
we encounter such struggles, either in ourselves or 
others, what biblical framework will best help us to 
respond with love and faith? 

Monday
The Christian and depression

Words often fail to convey the extreme anguish felt 
by those experiencing depression. With practical 
application, we’ll consider bodily factors, anti-
depressants and providing gospel support to those 
who struggle. 

With a growing mental health crisis, how should Christians understand psychiatric 
disorders? And how can the gospel of grace, and the church, make a difference when 
facing these struggles?

The gospel and mental health

Morning Track

Steve Midgley  
Marquee 4
11.30am

Tuesday
The Christian and anxiety

We all worry sometimes. But when anxiety takes 
over, what might this say about our hearts? How can 
anxiety lead us to find deeper trust in Christ and grow 
more like him? 

Wednesday
The church and mental illness

How can we recover confidence in this area of 
ministry? We’ll consider how the church can engage 
well, combat stigma and bring gospel blessing to all 
those struggling with their mental health. 
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Sunday
Life-changing truth: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

When international students return home, our culture, 
family and friends can make us wonder if what we 
believe is true. As Paul writes to new believers who 
were suffering for their faith in Jesus, he points out 
the ways their lives demonstrate God’s truth. We too 
can look at how our lives have changed, the effects 
of God’s power at work in us, and see how these 
things demonstrate the truth of the gospel. 

Monday
Life-changing love: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-13

With so much Bible teaching available on social 
media and elsewhere, we need to be able to check 
that those who teach us are faithful to God’s word, 
reliable and trustworthy. Likewise, when we share 
our faith with family and friends, it is our behaviour, 
not just our words, that will show them that what we 
believe is real. 

When Covid-19 happened, it seemed that no-one was able to stop its spread. Those of us 
who live in countries that enjoy a relatively high standard of living have discovered what 
the rest of the world knew already – that life is fragile. But when the Bible speaks about 
hope, it is not simply wishful thinking. Each morning and in our discussion groups, we will 
look at how the apostle Paul taught the new followers of Jesus in Thessalonica how to live 
life to the full now based on a sure and certain future.

1 Thessalonians:  
Living hope in a hopeless world

International Student Track

Peter Teagle
Marquee 5
9.45am

Tuesday
Life-changing purity: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

What would you say are the priorities for living as a 
Christian? Paul reminds the Thessalonians of his basic 
teachings, including the importance of sexual purity 
and commending them for their love for one another. 
Christianity is so much more than a set of rules, but we 
need guidance so that our lives honour God, respect the 
Church, and win the respect of people who don’t believe. 

Wednesday
Life-changing hope: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

We might not like to talk about death. But since death 
happens to all of us, we need to be certain about what 
will happen. For the Christian there is wonderful news - 
we will live forever with Jesus. One day Jesus himself will 
return, not as before, but as King of Kings. Real hope is 
the power to live now, knowing for certain that the future 
for us is endless joy. Yet, what about those who don’t 
know Jesus? 
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Sunday
Growing in faith

God has plans for our lives.  
Acts 9:20-31 & 11:19-30

Monday
Praising in prison

We should praise God even at 
difficult times. Acts 16:16-40 

Marquee 5
11.30am

With sensitively led worship and accessible Bible 
teaching, these interactive celebrations are intended 
principally for adults with learning disabilities and 
autism, their families and carers but are open to 
anyone who would like to follow the theme of the 
main evening Bible teaching in a more relaxed way. 
We aim to aid understanding of the biblical text 
and its meaning for us today, as well as giving an 
opportunity to respond to what God is saying.

Morning Celebration

Count Everyone In

Tuesday
Sharing good news

We should share our faith even 
with people who are different 
from us. Acts 17:16-34 

Wednesday
Encouraging one another

It is important to encourage one 
another. Acts 18:1-11 

Sunday
Closeness: indwelt by the Spirit - Marcus Honeysett

In John 15:5 Jesus tells his disciples that apart from 
him they can do nothing. Not a little bit, nothing. 
However, if we abide in him there is much fruit. 
Christian leadership is commonly highly activist. 
There are many temptations to quietly forget what 
Jesus said and soldier on in our own strength and 
ability. When we do so the first casualty is the invisible 
centre out of which we lead. Worship, delight, prayer, 
wisdom and walking by the Holy Spirit are replaced 
with visible activities and measures of success. In this 
seminar we will think about how to guard our precious 
walk with the Lord in the middle of all the pressures 
and demands, and how to foster a church culture of 
abiding rather than success.

Monday
Character: transformed by the Spirit - 
Adrian Reynolds

Every believer experiences the work of the Spirit in 
making him or her more like Jesus, a work that the 
Father has committed himself to completing. We 
should not be surprised that the Spirit’s transforming 
power has a profound impact on our leadership. 
Being more like Jesus will always make us better 
leaders. We thus need to reflect on the sanctifying 

Leading in dependence. Aimed 
at full time and senior leaders.

Church leadership

Equip Track

Old Laundry
11.30am

work of the Spirit and pursue grace-filled growth 
in godliness. This seminar will reflect on how godly 
character shapes and informs our leading, and how 
progress in godliness will bless those whom we serve 
and the God whom we love. 

Tuesday
Contending: standing strong in the Spirit - 
John Stevens

In every generation one of the greatest threats to 
the church is false teaching that undermines the 
gospel message. False teaching creates doubt and 
division and distracts the church from her mission. 
The challenge of such false teaching comes both 
from the unbelieving world and from within the church 
itself. Church leaders bear the onerous responsibility 
of contending of the faith once for all entrusted to the 
saints. This is a spiritual battle that requires wisdom, 
understanding and courage. We can take heart that 
God has equipped up with his armour and entrusted 
us with the sword of his Spirit, so that we can stand 
firm in this battle. This seminar will help church leaders 
to discern when we need to fight, how we should fight 
and how to equip our congregations to fight for the 
truth of the gospel. 

Wednesday
Competence: equipped by the Spirit - Jen Charteris

Both the nature of God and our finitude as his creatures 
are essential truths that give Christian leaders a rich 
and radical perspective on what it means to lead well. 
Pursuing excellence and competence in leadership is 
a valid and worthwhile goal, but leadership marked 
by the fruit of the Spirit will look very different to what 
is taught in business school. This seminar will explore 
the implications of a biblical understanding of ‘being 
human’ for the types of skill we value and how we 
develop those skills through a lifetime of leadership. 
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Afternoon 
Seminars

Sunday
Witnessing at work: the gospel foundations -  
Jo Evans  

We begin by examining the vital imperative to live for 
Jesus at work and in the public square, considering 
key biblical principles to help Christians as they 
respond to conscience issues. Our first session 
aims to provide insight, from a biblical point of view, 
into how Christians should respond to and resolve 
conflicts, especially in situations where the faithful 
observation of their faith might be compromised in 
some way during the course of their employment. 

Living for Jesus has never been 
easy, but Christians at work today 
are increasingly concerned about 
the consequences they may face 
if they act in accordance with their 
religious convictions or if they share 
their faith in Jesus. The aim of these 
seminars is to encourage Christians 
by surveying their legal freedoms, 
and to give them greater confidence 
to witness faithfully to Jesus in their 
workplaces by providing practical 
guidance on how to respond well to 
the thorny questions of our time.

Monday
Witnessing at work: the law - Mark Bainbridge 
& Jonathan Storey

This session will provide clear guidance about 
the legal freedom to share our faith at work and 
in the public square. We will survey the European 
and UK legal framework and examine a number 
of important cases involving Christians to draw 
out important lessons about how we can live 
wisely and winsomely for Jesus at work. 

Tuesday
Witnessing at work: thorny questions -  
Mark Bainbridge & Jo Evans

In our third session we shall explore how 
Christians might approach diversity and 
inclusion at work, without compromising their 
beliefs and religious convictions. We shall cover 
a range of current issues which Christians find 
troubling and provide some top tips to help 
Christians to build bridges that can bear the 
weight of the gospel message. 

Wednesday
Witnessing at work: panel - Jo Evans, Mark 
Bainbridge, Jonathan Storey & Tim Farron

This session looks to provide practical insight 
into how living for Jesus at work brings unique 
challenges and opportunities in different 
workplace contexts, especially in the legal 
and political fields. Panellists will share some 
strategies to resolve workplace conflicts 
amicably, and good practices that can help 
develop an open, respectful and tolerant 
workplace culture.

Witnessing at 
work: exploring 
our gospel and 
legal freedoms

Marquee 3
2.00pm
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Sunday
The blueprint of a culture maker

We know that to image the creator God we have been 
made to be culture makers, but what does that really 
mean and how does that actually transform the way 
I approach my craft, creativity and discipline? We’ll 
be delving into the details of Genesis 1-2 to discover 
scripture’s blueprints for being a culture shaper, with 
specific application to the vital role that musicians 
play, as composers, performers and academics.  

Monday
The danger signs for a committed creative

The role of musician in our world is one of the most 
privileged and influential responsibilities that can 
be assumed. However, it is also one of the most 
dangerous environments for a Christian to inhabit with 
the relentless pressure to use one’s gift to build an 
idol of their own image or be crushed by the pressure 
to succeed. We’ll be studying the dark arts employed 
by Satan in Genesis 3 that reveal the subtle spiritual 
assaults musicians must be ready to defend against. 

In this track, we’ll be journeying through the first few chapters of Genesis, exploring 
how the origins of our Big Story can help us understand the place of music in God’s 
world, and how we can best serve God in the world of music. Organised by the UCCF 
Music Network, this track will primarily be aimed at those currently studying music at 
university or music college, but is nevertheless open to all.

Original music

Matthew & Jacky 
Waldock  
UCCF Marquee
2.00pm

Tuesday
Holding the creative tension: to withdraw or 
to engage

The tension between protective withdrawal 
from society or the morally murky waters of full 
integration is the regular battlefield of Christian 
culture makers. We’ll be exploring the little known 
passage of Genesis 4, and devising a framework, 
applied specifically to those in music, to help 
navigate this often confusing terrain. We will be 
engaging our heads and our hearts to see how a 
joyful grasp of the gospel practically transforms 
our creative practice.

Wednesday
Questions & answers

This final session will be a Q & A opportunity to 
wrestle with specific real world situations. We will 
endeavour to draw together the ideas of the first 
three sessions of track in order to practically apply 
them to situations that composers, performers and 
academics across the music world are facing.
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Sunday
The world on our doorstep: principles of 
effective interfaith work - Gerrard Charles & 
Usha Reifsnider 

When so much interfaith work seems to avoid 
exclusivist convictions, how do we engage 
with people of other faiths robustly, yet with 
gentleness and respect? This session introduces 
a number of practical examples of interfaith 
evangelistic work, and examines the strengths 
and weaknesses of the various approaches. 

Monday
How to invite Hindus to journey to Jesus 
through respectful interfaith ministry - 
Usha Reifsnider

In a polytheistic worldview, what are the primary 
issues to be aware of as we seek to share Jesus 
as the only way to God for people of Hindu 
backgrounds? How do we build honest interfaith 
relationships that genuinely serve to minister 
the love and knowledge of the gospel with 
intention and integrity?

God has brought increasing numbers of people of other faith backgrounds to our 
local neighbourhoods and campuses. This is a significant missional opportunity for 
the UK church. But how do we do interfaith evangelism well? This seminar stream 
seeks to encourage and equip Christians to grow in their witness and welcome to 
people from Islamic, Hindu and Chinese worldview backgrounds.

Tuesday
From Beijing and Bangkok, to Birmingham and 
Brazil: sharing Jesus through Chinese interfaith 
outreach - Lynette Teagle & Penny Wang

Chinese people form diaspora communities across 
the world, yet have a foundational worldview 
which is broadly shaped by Buddhism, Daoism, 
and Confucianism, overlaid with a wide range of 
traditional and historical influences. Penny (from 
China) and Lynette (from Singapore) will guide 
us through the issues and challenges of sharing 
Jesus with Chinese friends, identifying bridges for 
the Gospel while seeking to honour the diversity 
represented within this huge people group.

Wednesday
What do you say about Isa (Jesus)?: interfaith 
work with Muslims - Gerrard Charles

As fellow monotheists, it can appear that Christians 
and Muslims have much in common theologically. 
Gerard will help us explore how we can begin to 
share the truth about Jesus Christ in a way that 
does not give unnecessary offence. 

The world on our doorstep

Roller Disco
2.00pm
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Sunday
Contageous faith

Do you want to be bolder in sharing Jesus? Do you 
want to pray bigger prayers? Come learn some 
vital faith lessons with the persecuted church - 
stories to challenge and encourage you to follow 
Jesus faithfully, no matter the cost.  

Monday
Courageous faith

Around the world 1 in 7 Christians face high or 
extreme levels of persecution and discrimination 
and yet the church is defiant in sharing Jesus. So 
often persecution is the engine for the gospel - 
discover the riskiest places and hear some of the 
stories of courageous faith.  

In this series you will encounter 
more of the persecuted 
church and their testimonies 
of courageous faith to help 
fuel prayer and also the way 
in which we follow Jesus right 
where we are.

Explore faith 
lessons with the 
persecuted church

Emma Worrall  
Queen Vic
2.00pm

Sunday
We meet a range of new people (and ideas) 
through our local primary schools. How can 
we engage them positively? Come ready to be 
encouraged as we share stories and practical help 
for bringing Jesus into the playground, classroom 
and fellow parents’ front rooms. 

Making the most  
of the primary 
school years

Linda Dray & 
Emma Wyatt
Marquee 1
2.00pm

Making the most of the 
primary school years: with our 
children, other parents and 
school structures.

Sunday
The biblical basis for engaging with the public 
square - Jo Evans, Marquee 3

This first session of the joint UCCF Politics and 
Law Networks track will explore the biblical 
foundations for engaging with and being a 
witness to the public square. With a particular 
focus on contentious issues of conscience in 
contemporary life, this seminar will dig deep 
into the foundations of a biblical public witness 
through pressing examples.

In public life Christians have 
gone from being considered a 
bit odd to, as Stephen McAlpine 
says, being the “bad guys”. 
Orthodox Christian beliefs are 
increasingly being viewed as 
harmful and speaking publicly 
about the Christian faith risks 
finding yourself widely shamed 
and castigated. Join the UCCF 
Politics Network as we think 
about how to live and speak for 
Jesus in this climate with help 
from Tim Farron MP and the UCCF 
Law Network.

In the eye of the 
storm: witnessing 
to Jesus in the 
public square

2.00pm

Monday
Public witness and freedom of speech - Mark 
Bainbridge & Jonathan Storey, Marquee 3

In our second session, the UCCF Politics and Law Networks 
will be examining the laws around freedom of speech 
in the UK. What are we allowed to say in public life? With 
freedom of speech constantly in the news and plenty of 
culture war debates surrounding what can and cannot 
be said, this session will equip Christians to speak for 
Jesus in the public square. 

Tuesday
Tim Farron MP: terrifying questions, Marquee 2

In this session, the Politics Network will separate from the 
joint track with the Law Network for a deep dive into the 
contentious matters facing our parliamentarians today 
with Tim Farron MP. Tim knows full well the hostile glare 
of the media, and we would do well to learn from his 
experiences in dealing with terrifying questions. Join us as 
we think about how to defend and share the goodness of 
Jesus in this increasingly imposing political climate.

Wednesday
Tolerance, freedom, and unity: slippery concepts in 
public life - Jo Evans, Mark Bainbridge, Jonathan Storey 
& Tim Farron, Marquee 3

This final session hosted by the Politics and Law Networks 
will offer a panel of legal and political expertise thinking 
through matters that are ill-defined and hotly contested 
in our present public life. Tolerance and freedom are 
still considered public goods yet are unevenly applied. 
Likewise, appeals to unity seem to be hollow or mean 
leaving faith at the door. Learn from our panellists how 
we might contend for these goods to develop a better 
public culture and uphold Christ in present-day Britain. 
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Sunday
Discerning the meaning of New Testament letters

How do New Testament letters show us their 
meaning? How do we discern their true message, so 
we can teach them faithfully?

Monday
Discerning the meaning of Old Testament histories

How do Old Testament histories show us their 
meaning? How do we discern their true message, so 
we can teach them faithfully? 

These two sessions are aimed 
at anyone in their early years of 
leading Bible studies or of teaching 
or preaching. They will help you 
get to grips with some core issues 
and skills in discerning what God is 
saying in his word, focusing on two 
kinds of writing in the Bible.

What's the message 
of this Bible passage?! 
Discerning the 
meaning of Scripture

Tim Ward
Old Laundry
2.00pm

Sunday
Transgender part 1

In part 1 we will outline how we have arrived at this point by looking 
beneath the surface, asking how we got here and where we are 
headed. We will consider a biblical theology of gender and how we 
can respond, teach and disciple in our families and churches. 

Monday
Transgender part 2

In part 2 we will consider the impact of the transgender phenomenon 
on our interactions with others and for our children and young people 
in particular. We will consider the political implications of holding a 
Christian worldview and practical issues such as use of pronouns, 
liaising with schools and workplace and legal challenges and 
other challenges. 

This is perhaps the most hotly debated issue 
of our time. Are transgender people ‘born 
that way’? How do we respond to a 5 year 
old girl who feels she is a boy? Should the 
church recognise ‘marriages’ of transgender 
persons? Should preferred gender status affect 
participation in society e.g. toilets, changing 
rooms…? These seminars will examine a biblical 
response to the foundational issues and how we 
can respond and engage as individuals and as 
the wider church.

Understanding  
and responding to the 
transgender phenomenon

John Greenall
Marquee 4
2.00pm

Sunday
Hearing God’s story

If all stories are built from the meaning God has 
woven into his creation, how can the tales we tell 
and enjoy point to the life we long for?

Monday
Telling God’s story

In a story-saturated world of distraction, can we 
still get excited about telling the old, old story of 
the gospel? In short: can we compete with Disney?! 

Whether real or imagined, stories 
constantly tug on our longings 
and shape our desires. God is 
our ultimate storyteller, towards 
whom our best stories point.

The gospel and 
storytelling

Matt & Anika 
Lillicrap  
Lunar Bar
2.00pm
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Monday
Strengthening your connection

How to deepen friendship within your marriage and 
cultivate spiritual and physical intimacy  

Tuesday
Developing your communication

How grace transforms the way you relate to one 
another, especially in areas of conflict. 

Wednesday
Blessing your communities

How a flourishing marriage can impact your 
church community, neighbours, friends and family 
members for good. 

How the gospel of grace can 
strengthen and shape your 
marriage so that it reflects the 
love of Christ and points others 
to him. Ideally couples would 
attend these sessions together 
and would come to all three. 
However, something will be 
better than nothing!

How to thrive  
(not just survive!)  
in marriage

Richard & 
Carolyn Lacey
Marquee 1
2.00pm

 Tuesday
Loneliness - why?

Why is there so much loneliness? If loneliness is 
like an alarm clock what is it trying to tell us?  

Wednesday
Loneliness - now what?

If loneliness has got our attention, what now? 
How does a response that turns towards God 
look different to a response that turns away 
from him? 

One in three of us are feeling 
it - if not you then perhaps 
the person on your left or right 
at church or at work. Sounds 
like we should talk about it!

Loneliness 

Susan Marriot
Marquee 4
2.00pm

Sunday
At the feet of Jesus

Pursuing greater intimacy with Jesus as we hear his 
voice in the scriptures. 

Monday
At the breast of Jesus

Pursuing greater intimacy with Jesus as we rest on 
him in prayer.

How can we move beyond seeing 
personal devotions as a ‘thing to 
do’ and see communion with our 
saviour as a privilege to delight in 
– and something we can grow in.

Enjoying our 
devotional life

Matt Searles
Marquee 2
2.00pm

Tuesday
How to include autistic children and young people 
in church

This practical session provides useful tips on how 
to make church a space where autistic children 
and young people can thrive, creating accessibility, 
inclusion, belonging and spiritual development for all.

Wednesday
Supporting families of autistic children and 
young people

The practical session provides an understanding  
of some of the challenges families of autistic 
children and young people encounter, and how  
to provide appropriate and informed practical  
and pastoral support. 

How to include autistic children 
and young people in church, 
and how to understand and, 
both practically and pastorally, 
support their families both at 
church and in the community.

'All Inclusive?' - 
creating belonging 
for everyone, 
including those  
with autism

Mark Arnold 
Queen Vic
2.00pm
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Tuesday
God’s curriculum: re-imagining education as a journey toward shalom

What is education actually for? And what difference should one’s faith 
make? Working in the vast majority of schools in the UK means teaching 
what feels like secular content in contexts that react to faith-based talk. 
And yet we know that the Bible applies to all of life. This session will think 
through what ‘God’s Curriculum’ looks like for holistic flourishing and 
maturity, and how we can help schoolchildren to make sense of the world 
in their lessons, within a frame that fits how God made us.  

Wednesday
Whole-life education: a guide to forming wise peacemakers through 
whatever you teach

How can you as a Christian teacher - whether you’re in a secular or 
church school, a youth leader or children’s worker - effectively integrate 
your Christian worldview with the requirements and expectations of your 
subject area and organisation? What could it look like to form students so 
they hear Jesus’ call on their lives, and image God by serving the world? 
You, the teacher, are the biggest factor in facilitating whole-life education, 
transforming their lives and not simply informing their thinking. In this 
workshop, you’ll discover how to reimagine the prescribed curriculum in a 
way that forms students as wise peacemakers who find life’s purpose in 
Christ and work. (It’s not necessary to have attended the first session to 
make sense of this follow-up workshop) 

So, you’re tasked with teaching - maybe in a school, 
church, or community setting. But why does God have you 
there? In this series, LICC’s Dr Dave Benson will tell a bigger 
story of how education serves God’s mission in the world. 
Together we’ll discover a way of teaching and learning, in 
curriculum and practice, that serves the flourishing of kids, 
our communities, and even creation itself.

Pedagogy on purpose 

Dave Benson
Old Laundry
2.00pm

Tuesday
Me and myself

Our culture has assumed a ‘gospel’ of personal 
authenticity. Who I am is who I say I am. Has it 
always been like this? How did we get here? 

Wednesday
Me and Christ

In an individually focussed culture, how does the 
good news of Christ turn our self-focused search 
for identity the right way up? 

“Be true to your true self” is our 
culture’s creed. Authenticity is the 
goal, expressing our inner desires 
the route. How does faith in Christ 
give us a better foundation?

Being ourselves: 
expressive 
individualism

Matt Lillicrap  
Lunar Bar
2.00pm

Wednesday
Singing forms a vibrant part of the life of the 
church. All are welcome to join Sam and Tom 
Brewster (Joyful Noise) as they explore the 
wonderful place and role of congregational 
singing in the life of the local church.

A joyful noise!  
Why singing 
together is more 
important than  
you think

Thomas & 
Sam Brewster  
Marquee 2
2.00pm

Why singing together is more 
important than you think.
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Sunday
The Lord of creation

Paul writes in Colossians 1 that all things have 
been created through and for Christ. But how 
often does Jesus feature in our conversations 
about creation? We’ll explore how the New 
Testament frames the natural world and discover 
the exciting implications of this for science and 
theology. 

Monday
Life in a created world

What does it mean to be created? The first 
chapters of the Bible set the scene for life as God’s 
people in God’s world, made for relationship with 
God, others, and nature. In this session, we’ll revisit 
these familiar passages and consider afresh what 
we have to learn from the creation story.

Too often, the dialogue between science and theology stops at arguments 
about Genesis. In all the controversy over the when and how, we find ourselves 
missing out on the who. Christ, the one who holds the cosmos together, is at the 
heart of the Bible’s teaching on creation. What difference does this make as we 
live in, explore, and shape the natural world? Hosted by the UCCF Science and 
Theology Networks.

Christ and the cosmos

David Wilkinson
Marquee 3
3.45pm

Tuesday

A new creation

The Bible’s story ends not with an escape from 
physical reality, but with a new creation. Jesus’ 
physical resurrection and promised return points 
us towards the hope of an embodied future 
with him. We’ll consider how an eschatological 
perspective changes how we think about our 
physical universe now. 

Wednesday
Science and theology Q&A

We’ll sit down to draw threads together at the 
end of the week, exploring how what we’ve 
heard applies to a university and church context. 
This is your chance to ask all your burning 
questions about science and theology, from the 
astronomical to the microscopic - no question is 
too big or too small!
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This series will look at the call to Christians to be 
involved in the world outside the church and so learn 
to work and engage with those outside the fellowship 
of faith. It will urge us to both understand our culture 
biblically and develop ways of communicating 
effectively to others with wisdom and insight. We will 
explore how Christian catalysts might move creatively 
and prayerfully into bringing cultural change.

Being Christian  
catalysts in our culture

Elaine Storkey
UCCF Marquee
3.45pm

Sunday
A calling to engage 

Why does it matter that Christians engage with contemporary culture? 
We’ll look at examples of engagement and areas where Christians 
have been particularly effective (debt release, community outreach, 
child fostering, work with asylum seekers, gender-based violence, 
science, art, music). We’ll explore God’s gift of creativity and how we 
use it, assessing the blessings and pitfalls of how evangelical churches 
might approach it. How we learn to listen, see and discern and develop 
two-way engagement with culture as Christians, will be another focus, 
so we can speak into our culture rather than at it.  

Monday
The challenges of our culture

This session probes more deeply into what culture is, and what 
challenges it brings. Reflecting on culture as the context of our lives 

in the world, we’ll look at human creativity as derived from our 
createdness and identity in God. The session will offer a brief 
overview of the contemporary cultural landscape and its particular 
presence in art, film, novel, poetry, music and other forms of 
creativity. What challenges do various key cultural movements 
today present to Christians wanting to uphold biblical truth 
and how might we address them effectively? We’ll also identify 
outstanding Christian contributions which have been salt and light 
in these areas.  

Tuesday
Getting underway: communication and the arts

The session will ask what is art and why it matters. We’ll look 
at Christian creativity in the past and open the discussion for 
Christians who feel called by God into artistic creativity today. 
Some examples will be offered in painting, film, poetry, sculpture, 
story-telling, acting, writing, music and other forms of art. We’ll also 
consider the Bible as public inspiration, and what we make of the 
ways in which various cultural art forms have handled the biblical 
themes of Creation, Sin and Redemption. 

Wednesday
Surviving as catalysts: the importance of perseverance

Here we will identify the trials and blessings at different stages 
of ongoing engagement in culture and the arts. It is important 
to note the dangers of compromise, particularly as we become 
professionals. We will look at the particular challenges faced by 
‘Public Christians’ (non-clergy) and reflect on how they stay faithful 
and secure in their faith. We can explore the importance of forming 
support networks of prayer and encouragement so we can face 
both discouragement and success by staying rooted in Christ. We’ll 
close by sharing how the leading of the Holy Spirit has both inspired 
and guided Christian engagement with culture. 
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Sunday
Closeness: indwelt by the Spirit - Marcus Honeysett

In John 15 Jesus says the key to fruitful discipleship is 
remaining in the vine. In our busy culture it is easy to 
replace abiding in Jesus with doing things for Jesus, 
almost without knowing that we are doing it. In this 
seminar we will think about how to develop healthy and 
grace-filled habits and patterns of life for those at the 
start of their leadership journey. What will keep us from 
swapping closeness with God for leadership that might 
seem externally impressive but in fact leads us out of 
the joy and peace of God?

Monday
Character: transformed by the Spirit - Adrian Reynolds

Every believer experiences the work of the Spirit in 
making him or her more like Jesus, a work that the 
Father has committed himself to completing. As we 
think about embarking or making progress on the 
journey of leadership, we need to see how easy it 
is to neglect character at the expense of gifting. In 
this seminar, we will be realistic about the pressures 
and struggles of leadership and see how developing 
godly character - empowered by the Spirit - is a solid 
foundation for ministering in the Master’s footsteps.  

For elders, lay leaders, small group 
leaders and others involved in leadership.

For those with 
leadership roles  
in church

Equip Track

Old Laundry
3.45pm

Tuesday
Contending: standing strong in the Spirit - 
John Stevens

In every generation one of the greatest threats to 
the church is false teaching that undermines the 
gospel message. False teaching creates doubt and 
division and distracts the church from her mission. 
The danger of such false teaching comes both from 
the unbelieving world and within the church itself. All 
Christians are commanded to contend of the faith 
once for all entrusted to the saints. This is a spiritual 
battle that requires wisdom, understanding and 
courage. We can take heart that God has equipped 
up with his armour and entrusted us with the sword 
of his Spirit, so that we can stand firm in this battle. 
This seminar will help lay leaders and aspiring 
leaders to know how they can guard themselves 
against false teaching, ensuring that they have a 
confident understanding of the faith, help others in 
the church recognise and resist false teaching, and 
support their congregation leaders as they seek 
guard the truth of the gospel.   

Wednesday
Competence: equipped by the Spirit - 
Jen Charteris

Both the nature of God and our finitude as his 
creatures are essential truths that give Christian 
leaders a rich and radical perspective on what 
it means to lead well. Pursuing excellence and 
competence in leadership is a valid and worthwhile 
goal, but leadership marked by the fruit of the spirit 
will look very different to what is taught in business 
school. This seminar will explore the implications of 
a biblical understanding of ‘being human’ for the 
types of skill we value and how we develop those 
skills through a lifetime of leadership. 

Sunday

Life after graduation - Sue Burt & 
Monika Miculkova

Once your studies are over, what next? There are 
many decisions to make, such as where to work 
and live, maybe who to marry. How do we make 
those decisions? If much of our lives are spent at 
work, how is it possible to be a follower of Jesus 
in the office, the bank, the lab or the school? Do 
we have to fit our faith into the few hours we have 
left over after work, or did Jesus mean something 
more when he called us to serve him with all of 
our life? This seminar will look at what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus and how we can set godly 
priorities even when there are other people telling 
us what we need to do and what our values should 
be. Graduation may be coming soon or may be a 

A series of practical seminars 
looking at live issues for 
international students. While 
some of the issues are for all 
people, cultural elements 
can make these areas 
especially challenging.

What does the  
Bible say about ...?

International 
Student Track

Marquee 5
3.45pm

couple of years ahead, you may be returning home 
or planning to stay in the UK, but we will ask: Are 
there things we can do now to set good patterns 
for our future lives? 

Monday
Singleness and marriage - Penny Wang & 
Antoine Thenin

We all have big questions about Relationships: 
How should I choose a marriage partner? Why is 
it so important to marry a Christian? And what if 
my family want me to marry a non-Christian? If 
I’m married, how does my marriage match the 
biblical view of marriage? And what does the 
Bible say about being single and the value of not 
being married? This seminar will attempt to look 
at how the Bible answers some of these and other 
questions and help us consider how to apply 
biblical teaching to our own situation. There will 
be time for you to ask your questions. 

Wednesday

Gods, ghosts, spirits and ancestors - Peter & 
Lynette Teagle

In many cultures, the supernatural world is just part 
of everyday life. But becoming a Christian as an 
international student may create questions that 
we never had before about familiar traditions and 
practices. How should Christians respond to beliefs 
about ghosts and spirits? Should we fear curses 
and bad omens? What do I do if my family actively 
practises ancestor worship? The good news is, 
the Bible speaks into these situations and gives us 
hope and guidance. This seminar looks at biblical 
teaching on Jesus’ authority and power in the 
spiritual world, and how we can live a Christian  
life which honours our family and cultural  
heritage, with faith and freedom from fear. 
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Sunday
An unchanging priority

Retirement brings its own pressures and in a 
time of unrelenting change there is a need to 
continue to walk with the Lord and follow him.  

Monday
An unchanging identity

How do I respond when asked what I do when  
I am no longer (fill in the blank)? How can I 
serve in his kingdom through the stages of life 
in retirement? 

We will explore whether 
retirement is for the rest of  
my life or the life of rest!

Retirement -  
freedom, 
frustration,  
fruitful

Ted Pilling 
Queen Vic
3.45pm

Sunday
Navigating the critical issues of image and identity with our children 
and young people

How do our young people come to know who they are in a ‘be true 
to yourself world’? What does it mean for them to grow up with an 
identity that is beautifully bestowed on them as opposed to finding and 
expressing their own image and identity as cultivated by the pervasive 
ideologies and philosophies from the world around them? This seminar 
will explore this and more for parents, grandparents and all those who 
serve with kids and young people in the local church. 

Monday
Helping our children and young people to navigate media and culture

Culture is a conduit for worldviews, everything that our kids and young 
people watch, play and scroll through is communicating value and 
meaning about the world they inhabit. How do we help our young people 
to interact wisely with media and culture? How do we train them to read 
culture well and engage with media through a biblical worldview? This 
seminar will consider how significant culture is in teaching our young 
people how and what to think and it will seek to consider what it means 
to help our children engage with the world through the word. 

Raising kids for Christ  
in a confusing world

Mel Lacy & 
Peter Wright
Marquee 1
3.45pm

This is a complex cultural moment to disciple the 
next generation for the Lord Jesus. As we point our 
kids and young people to Jesus we must do so 
with an awareness of the world that they inhabit in 
order to apply scripture well. These seminars are for 
anyone who is raising the next generation at home 
and in church.Sunday

How people with learning 
disabilities can enrich our 
churches. An opportunity to 
explore how little tweaks can 
make a BIG difference.

Missing 
people

Pete Winmill  
Marquee 4
3.45pm

Sunday
Consumer or consumed? Living well in a 
smartphone age

11.2 billion hours a day. 255 billion app downloads 
a year. Humanity is hooked on their devices and 
social media. But what is that doing to us, for good 
and for bad? How do we thrive in a digital age? 

Monday
Shine online: Creative evangelism in a social 
media age

Humanity spent well over 2 trillion hours on social 
media in 2022. How can we let Christ’s light shine 
in an online world? Come and hear stories and 
examples of how individuals, CUs, and churches 
are using their social media for community, 
engagement and mission. 

How does the phone in your  
hand make you feel? Connected? 
Distracted? Addicted? Inspired? In 
the 16 years since the dawn of iPhone, 
smartphones have transformed us 
and the way we communicate. How 
can we use them and social media 
for good as Christians?

Smartphones 
and social media: 
creative witness  
in a digital age

JP Sivertsen-
Wright & 
Susannah 
Redmayne  
Marquee 2
3.45pm
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Word Alive 2024 is an invitation to 

Grow in the Word. As we hear 

from and delight in God’s Word 

together, we pray that you will 

become more deeply rooted in 

Him and more fruitful in the world.

MAIN SPEAKER
H.B. Charles

STUDENT GROUP ORGANISERS
Wednesday, UCCF Marquee, 1pm

CHURCH GROUP ORGANISERS
Wednesday, Old Laundry, 8.30pm

wordaliveevent.org

2-7 April 2024

Group Bookings 
Open 12 July

General Bookings
Open 13 July

Student Bookings 
Open 31 August

Tuesday
Extraordinary hospitality (for ordinary people) 

7 ways to welcome like Jesus without becoming 
exhausted and overburdened.

Extraordinary 
hospitality (for 
ordinary people)

Carolyn Lacey 
Marquee 5
3.45pm

Tuesday
Migratory movements and ministry to Hindus 

The Bible addresses the movement of people from 
one nation to another. How do Christians and 
churches understand the migratory movements 
and mission to Hindus? How can the church learn 
to do mission, through, from and with converts from 
Hinduism in local, national and international contexts?  

Migratory movements 
and ministry to Hindus

Usha Reifsnider 
Marquee 2
3.45pm

Monday
Tribes and power in church - part 1

This session asks, ‘Why are Christians so tribal?’ 
We’ll look at what is going on that makes us look  
for markers of difference and at what the Bible has  
to say. 

Tuesday
Tribes and power in church - part 2

Building on the first session, this then asks, ‘How 
should ordinary Christians think about power?’ 
We’ll look at what we lean on to give us power or 
significance, and how to evaluate it biblically.  

These two sessions will help us 
think about why Christians seem 
to be so tribal, where we are 
looking to for our own sense of 
power or significance in those 
groups, and help us reflect on 
what the Bible has to say about it.

Tribes and  
power in church

Paul Mathole  
Marquee 4 
3.45pm

106



Tuesday
Our weakness - living as creatures

We were not created to be infinite, so how can we 
learn to live as creatures, moment by moment, rather 
than constantly striving for achievements or control? 

Wednesday
God’s strength - living as children

A true view of God’s glorious all-sufficiency 
transforms how we live, and helps us to rest in his 
generous and loving care. 

In an age where our worth can 
be so often measured by what 
we do, how can we embrace the 
limits God has given us, and rest 
in his all-sufficiency?

Beyond  
productivity

Matt Searles
Marquee 1
3.45pm

Tuesday
Rest - what does the Bible promise and what are 
the barriers we experience?

Many of us struggle to rest for one reason or another. 
Why is this? And does God care? In this session we’ll 
examine God’s plan for rest, and explore some of the 
reasons for our lack of it. 

Wednesday
Rest - what does the Bible teach us and how can 
we embrace this?

God created humans to sleep and Sabbath. In this 
session we’ll explore how noticing and following the 
order of creation, in the light of the cross and second 
coming, can revolutionise our hearts, habits  
and handsets. 

This is for those who struggle 
to rest. We will expose the 
causes of our struggle, and 
then explore how creation 
and the cross instruct and 
invite us to rest.

Reclaiming rest

Jonathan Thomas  
Queen Vic
3.45pm

Wednesday
Isn’t Christianity bad for the environment?  
(How to use green issues to share the gospel)

Christianity is often accused of being anti-
environment, or Christians at best having 
nothing original to say when it comes to the 
natural world. But in this seminar we’ll discover 
how only Christianity offers any real basis for 
environmental concern - and learn how to share 
the gospel through this pressing issue.  

Isn't Christianity 
bad for the 
environment?

Andy Bannister 
Marquee 4
3.45pm

Wednesday
Intentional multi-cultural church

Multi-coloured or multi-ethnic churches are not 
necessarily multi-cultural. This session will look 
at intercultural opportunities through a range 
of Hindu cultural contexts that honour migrant 
contexts and invite them to consider the truth of 
the gospel without abandoning family. 

Intentional multi-
cultural church

Usha Reifsnider 
Marquee 2
3.45pm
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Celebrations

Praying for God’s blessing 
Genesis 32:22-32 

Learning to pray from  
the Old Testament saints

Graham Daniels Dave Gobbett 

Matthew Waldock Niv Lobo 

John Stevens Peter Dray 

Ray Brown Jonathan Thomas

Saturday

Monday

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Praying for God’s mercy 
Exodus 32:1-14 

Praying for God’s restoration 
Daniel 9:1-19

Interview with Girma Bishaw 

Praying for God’s deliverance 
Isaiah 37:14-20 

Great  
Marquee

8.30pm

Late Celebration

6.30pm

Early Celebration

We finish each day with our Evening 
Celebration where we come together to hear 
God speak and to celebrate all he has done. 

Evening Celebration

Hugh Palmer Thursday 9.45am

Final Celebration

Praying in anguish and pain 
1 Samuel 1&2

83 Count Everyone In: Morning Celebration

With sensitively led worship and accessible Bible 
teaching these interactive celebrations are intended 
principally for adults with learning disabilities and 
autism, their families and carers

33 Count Everyone In: Evening Celebration

An opportunity to express our worship to God with 
drama, flags, music, art and craft, as we revisit the 
theme of the morning.

14 Families Together Celebration

We’re going to engage the whole family, ensuring 
that even our youngest leave certain of God’s 
magnificent work through his Church from the book 
of Acts. Join us with the Awesome Cutlery band for 
adventures, music, Bible action and plenty of time to 
reflect, ponder and pray together.

Other Celebrations

Program
m

e
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Side Gate
(pedestrian)

Bastion Rd

Bastion Gardens

Barkby Ave

Highbury Ave

Marine Road

Station Road

Prestatyn
Shopping Park 

Pontins Holiday
Park 

Main Entrance
(open 24hrs) 

Beach Gate
(pedestrian)

Beach Rd E

Prestayn Train
Station 

PART-SCHOLARSHIPS:  
Grants for those studying 

their first theological degree.

PHOEBE SCHOLARSHIPS:  
Half-scholarships for women 

studying on our MTh programme.

FINANCIAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE

Gospel-
hearted training, 
wherever you 
need it.
On campus, online or in a local Learning Community: 
discover highly flexible BA, GDip and MTh theological 
programmes at ust.ac.uk.

VALIDATED BY

Prestatyn

Event  
D

etails
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Trailblazers
Years 1–2
Check-in

Trailblazers  
Years 1–2

Ignite
Years 7–9

Ignite
Years 7–9

Heroes
Years 3–6
Check-in

Scamblers
Under 4s
Check-in

Ignite
Years 7–9
Check-in

Heroes 
Years 3–6

Heroes
Years 3–6

Resolved 
Years 10–13

Resolved
Years 10–13
Check-in

Resolved
Years 10–13

Transformers  
Pre-School/Reception

Check-in

Transformers 
Pre-School/Reception

Families
Together

Early  
Celebration

Late  
Celebration Joint Celebration

Joint 
Celebration Overflow

After  
Hours  
Film

After 
Hours 

Thursday
11pm4pm 6pm 7pm3pm 5pm 8pm 10pm9pm

Word Alive Customer Services

Word Alive Media
For collection only

Exhibition 8pm–8.30pm & 10pm–10.30pm 
Bookshop 5pm–10pm

Scamblers
Under 4s

11am9.45am

Saturday

Su
n

d
a

y
 - W

e
d

n
e

sd
a

y

International Student
Welcome Meal

Timetable

Great  
Marquee

Roller  
Disco

Marquee 1

Marquee 4

Lunar  
Bar

Marquee 2

Marquee 3

Queen 
Vic Pub

Captain 
Croc’s

Walter 
Rowley

Old 
Laundry

UCCF 
Marquee

HUB

Pontins 
Reception

Marquee 5

O
ne-off 

M
eetings

Specific 
Tracks
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A

fter H
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Speakers  
&
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ffering
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Sunday - Wednesday

Christ and the cosmos

Smartphones and social media (S–M) 
Migratory movements and ministry to Hindus 

(T) Intentional multi-cultural church (W)

Retirement - freedom, frustration,  
fruitful (S-M) Reclaiming reset (T–W)

Extraordinary hospitality (T)

Family Film After Hours  
Film

After Hours 

Being Christian catalysts in our culture

Raising kids for Christ (S–M)
Beyond productivity (T–W)

Missing people (S) Tribes and power 
in church (M-T) Isn’t Christianity 
bad for the environment? (W) 

Early Celebration Late Celebration

Families
Together

Soft Play
Parental supervision

International Student
Semiars (S, M & W)

Heroes – Years 3–6
Doors open at 6.15pm

Resolved – Years 10–13

Ignite – Years 7–9

Count Everyone In
Celebration

Equip 
Lay-Leaders Track

Exhibition 11am–11.30am, 4.30pm–6pm, 8pm–8.30pm & 10pm–10.30pm
Word Alive Media (S–M) 1.30pm–4.30 pm & 8.15pm–10.45pm (T–W) 11.30am–4.30pm & 8.15pm–10.45pm

Bookshop 9am-6.30pm & 8pm-10pm

Café open all day 
for drinks & food 

Exhibition 11am–11.30am, 4.30pm–6pm, 8pm–8.30pm & 10pm–10.30pm
Word Alive Media (S–M) 1.30pm–4.30 pm & 8.15pm–10.45pm (T–W) 11.30am–4.30pm & 8.15pm–10.45pm

Bookshop 9am-6.30pm & 8pm-10pm

Café open all day 
for drinks & food 

4pm 5pm 7pm 8pm6pm 9pm 11pm10pm

Great  
Marquee

Roller  
Disco

Marquee 1

Marquee 4

Lunar  
Bar

Marquee 2

Marquee 3

Queen 
Vic Pub

Captain 
Croc’s

Walter 
Rowley

Old 
Laundry

UCCF 
Marquee

HUB

Pontins 
Reception

Marquee 5

Bible Reading
Acts

Confident  
Christianity

Bible Overview: 
God’s big story

Prayer 
Meeting

The gospel and 
mental health

The sons and 
children of God

Making the most of the primary 
school years (S) How to thrive (not 
just survive!) in marriage (M–W)

The gospel and storytelling (S-M)
Being ourselves: expressive 

individualism (T–W)

Witnessing at work (S-W) 
In the eye of the storm (S, M & W)

Understanding and responding to  
the transgender phenomenon (S-M)  

Loneliness (T–W)

Enjoying our devotional life (S–M)
In the eye of the storm (T) A joyful noise! (W)

Explore faith lessons with  
the persecuted church (S–M) 

‘All Inclusive?’ (T–W)

What’s the message of this Bible passage?! 
Discerning the meaning of Scripture (S–M)  

Pedagogy on purpose (T–W)

The world on our doorstep

Original Music

Curious Creativity Workshop (M)
I sea you Workshop (T)

Bible Reading  
(Repeat) Acts

V
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Se
e 

pa
ge

s 
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Trailblazers – Years 1–2
Doors open at 9.30 am

Ignite – Years 7–9

International Student
Bible Reading

International Student
Small Groups

Count Everyone In
Celebration

Just Looking Revision Space

Heroes – Years 3–6
Doors open at 9.30am

Scamblers – Under 4s
Session 2

Doors open at 11.15am

Scamblers – Under 4s
Doors open at 1.45pm

Equip 
Church Leaders Track

Resolved – Years 10–13

Transformers – Pre-School/Reception
Doors open at 9.30am

Word Alive Information 9am–10pm Word Alive Information 9am–10pm

Scamblers – Under 4s
Session 1

Doors open at 9.30am

8am 10am 12am 1pm9am 11am 2pm 3pm
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Main Entrance

Queen
Vic
Pub

Lunar 
Bar

HUB
Café

Book
Shop

HUB Beach-
comber 

Restaurant
Swimming

Pool

Old Laundry

Beach
Gate

Side
Gate

UCCF
Marquee

Great
Marquee

Marquee
1

Marquee
3

Marquee
5

Marquee
4

Clown-
fish

Marquee
2

Car Park
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Roller
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2nd Floor
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47

Food Vans
Recycling Bins

Pontins 
Reception

Super-
market

Captain
Cod’s 

(Fish & Chips)

WA info

805 - 837
01

Car ParkSports CourtsCar Park

First Aid
Station

wordaliveevent.org

Site Map


